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Self - Revelation 
By Ruth Graham Robinson 


O SEE myself more clearly day by day, 
Myself more sinful and my sins more vile ; 
To know my heart more deeply, in its guile 
And in its baseness—even when I pray, 
Confessing sin, the contrite words I say 
Seem but vain words; my heart is cold the while, 
Dully regarding what doth most defile, 
And chilling shame and penitence away. 
Oh, thus to see, when light from thee breaks through 
The clouds and mists of life’s engrossing care, 
Is anguish! Save, Lord, lest it be despair ' 
Show myself false, but show thyself more true, 
And while thou sett’st my sins before my face, 
Grant me a new revealing of thy grace, 








Just Where You Are 


Those who spend least time in getting ready to 
do their work. effectively are likely to accomplish the 
most. Probably many of us would be amazed if we 
could know how much costly waste there is in our 
lives through our failure to be in habitual readiness 
for our tasks, . A man who is interested in boxing and 
sparring called a friend’s attention to the fact that the 
most effective fighting is done to-day by the boxer who 
can deliver a blow with tremendous strength from 
whatever position his arm happens to be in at any 
instant, instead of having to draw his arm back in 
order to ‘‘ get a start’’ in delivering the blow. There 


is a secret here that is not confined to the efficiency 
of the boxer. ‘Short arm blows’’ that do the busi- 
ness ought to characterize the work of all of us habit- 
ually. It means a great conquest for us when we have 
learned to do the needed thing just as we are and just 
where we are, without thinking that we must take lots 
of time to prepare for it. Odd fragments of our time 
then become as valuable, in proportion, as a whole 
day of uninterrupted opportunity for work. Prepara- 
tion has its place in life ; but it is not true preparation 
if it postpones needed accomplishment. 


Converted and Converting 


If we would do much in evangelizing others, we 
must show them a present-life salvation in ourselves. 
No matter how truly we trust Christ for eternal life, if 
that life does not show out in us here we are sadly 
handicapped in getting others to believe in Christ. A 
minister is quoted in a novel as saying that ‘‘We 
often meet converted persons, but we don't often run 
across individuals who are leading lives that convert.’’ 
Yet just such a life is our right and. possession to-day 


in Christ. 
x 
When the Viper Bites 


Christ is just as well able to deliver us from the 
lesser perils of our spiritual life as from the greater 
perils. But often we fail before the lesser because 
we do not look to him then for deliverance. More- 
over, the time when seemingly lesser attacks are often 
made upon us is just after we have been blessedly 
delivered from some great attack, ‘Then we may be 
off our guard ; and down we go before an enemy that 
has not a tenth of the strength of the enemy we have 
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just defeated! But this need never happen, Paul's 
striking experiences on his journey to Rome show us 
the normal way. He had, by God's grace, just been 
delivered triumphantly from the raging peril of mid- 
ocean hurricane and shipwreck, when a little viper 
attacked him, fastening itself on his hand. The on- 
lookers expected quick death, Yet by the same faith 
in Christ that had brought him safely to shore, ‘he 
shook off the creature. . . and took no harm,"' The 
‘«little'’ peril followed hard upon the ‘ greater’’; 
either one might have been fatal ; both were impotent 
to harm because Christ was really trusted each time. 
What a life of triumph Christ offers us if we will but 
believe that he can actually enable us, in the face of 
every least evil of our life, to shake off the creature 
and take no harm, 
HK 


Abandoning Our Pretensions 

There are times when we cannot pretend to be 
anything that we are not. And one of those times is 
when we are face to face with God, It has’ been well 
said that ‘* moral cosmetics cannot avail us in the 
presence of God. ‘Be not: deceived ; God is not 
mocked.’ ’’ But this is not only a terrible truth ; it 
is also one of the most precious and comforting of 
truths. God sees us through and through ; he knows 
us in our hopeless vileness ; our sin looks far worse to 
him than it does to us: and in the face of all this he 
loves us with a passion the depths of which have never, 
in this world, been sounded. When we remember 
this, what an unspeakable comfort it is to Anxow that 
God knows everything about us! To rest in his all- 
seeing love, in an unconditional abandonment of our- 
selves to his will, is a marvelous experience for those 
of us who have found the emptiness and futility of 
‘* moral cosmetics ’’ even before our fellow-men. 


“ 


The Creativeness of Spiritual Conflict 


T WOULD not be an unfair test of our. character if 
we were to ask ourselves what we count the most 
valuable things we ever do. The world sets a 

great value to-day upon outward and visible achieve- 
ment, and men are very anxious to have something 
to show for the faith that is in them. Under this 
impulse there comes to prevail a suspicion of what 
does not count immediately. If anything therefore 
does not contribute to the main object before us, or 
if anything delays us in our pursuit of it, we shall be 
greatly tempted to regard it as a hindrance and have 
no more to do with it. Doubtless the main reason for 
our failure to pray is that we believe the same amount 
of effort spent directly and visibly upon our object 
would tell far more. When Christ told men to go into 
their closet and shut the door, he was praising the 
silent forces of which our showy spiritual ambitions 
are very shy. 

But one of the hardest things is to discover that we 
have to stop and spend time over a spiritual and inner 
conflict just when what we want most is to make an 
advance. Certainly no very high praise is being 
given to-day to those inner conflicts which meant so 
much in the strong Christian character of other days. 
One would hardly suppose any such thing were 
needed to-day. But Paul counts his conflicts not as 
something which took time away from his chief pur- 
pose, but as something which might forward . it. 
Those wrestlings of his by which he had to beat him- 
self into fitness for his work he did not count as so 
much waste, but as one of the most valuable elements 
in it. Those strivings and prayers of his for distant 
people he reckoned not one whit less valuable than 
the obvious and tangible things he could do for them 
if he could only be on the scene. Those delays 
which made him a prisoner would drive a modern en- 


thusiast for work and achievement nearly wild, But 
it was not so with Paul. Too well acquainted now 
with spiritual forces ever to fall again into that old 
error of believing that all was to be done ‘* by might 
and by power,’’ he counted those conflicts of his as 
creative experiences. His tribulations for them he 
counted their glory. His inner life, in which Jesus 
Christ was growing into a fuller splendor, was of as 
much worth to the churches as the statistics which 
to-day render us so elated or so nervous, as they rise 
and full, Our Christian service needs greater souls 
more than anything else, and they are not mainly 
fostered out in the open glare of publicity and record- 
making, , 

It was said of David Brainerd that sometimes he 
would drop all his work and just simply retire for a 
few cays of solitude and prayer. - Leaving the imine- 
diate and pressing duties he just went away, feeling 
that the gain to all his work would be far greater from 
his spiritual conflict than any loss entailed by his 
physical absence. And it is said that’ whenever 
Brainerd came back from one of these absences 
everybody felt the difference in all he said and did. 
Even good work devoted to a consecrated end is no 
guarantee that the soul of the worker will remain 
strong and pure, yet many @ Christian worker: finds 
himself taking liberties because he knows he is in a 
good work, and fancies that therefore he does not 
need the same delicate attention to his inward life as 
others. He needs more. 

Is there not in our present-day religion a tendency 
to vote these things aside? Do they not seem rather 


weak and demure as compared with some novel cam- 
paign in which no questions will be asked as to any- 
one’s fitness to join in them, or the likelihood of 
their producing any result ? 


But are there not many 
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who suspect that the real need is for more of that con- 
flict in individual souls without which no lasting work 
has ever been done? It need not fall into the mis- 
take which in the days of our fathers often made 
Christian men and women grow so morbid in exam- 
ining themselves that they were often unfit for useful 
work. But it is as true as ever it was that the great 
results come only by prayer and fasting. 

What a temptation it is for a minister, amid many 
claims, to answer those which will most obviously 
show what he wants to show, namely : that he is 
ready to work and eager to serve. Then he chooses 
those elements of his work which people seem to want 
most and puts all his strength upon them. Deep in 
his heart he feels that there are better things he could 
do for them, but as no one is making demand for 
them he is tempted to feel that perhaps it would be a 
selfishness to give so much time and care to them. 
So he specializes in what seem to be the most popular 
elements of his influence. But as one man has said 
about the Christian ministry, ‘‘there can be little 
doubt but we shall find that our most successful hours 
of employment for our people were not those when 
we were speaking to them from God, but when we 
were speaking for them to God."’ And so it is that 
conflicts we have for people, all unknown to them, 
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may do far more for them than most of the visible 
acts by which we try to prove our interest in them. 
Wordsworth said a good thing about the Cumber- 
land peasants when he described them as ‘‘ quick to 
serve, but without servility.’’ Instinctively helpful 
and ever ready to lend a hand, they were not in haste 
to prove it, but felt sure that their motives would be- 
come known fast enough without much advertising or 
show about it. We must learn to put up with it pa- 
tiently if sometimes we seem to be having novery large 
influence nor to be doing any great good. It will all 
come out. Any time we have to take to put ourselves 
into fitness for the service of our fellows will not be 
time wasted. We can afford not to be seen at many 
places where we would like to appear. Our useful- 
ness will not be wrecked even if we are not in the 
public eye all the time. As Bishop Gore says: ‘If 
the diligent and constant offerers of prayer are our 
powerful men and women, truly ‘the world knows 
nothing of its greatest men.'’’ We may have to 
seem less masterful in our surroundings than we would 
like to seem. For considerable periods there may be 
little to show which increases our self-esteem, but 
whoever boldly accepts these hidden spiritual conflicts 
for himself or for others will not long fail to be a true 
force in whatever region he chooses for his labor. 





Money-Raising Problems 
in Leading a Class 


What is a conscientious teacher to do when lead- 
ing a class of young people, just growing into maturity, 
whose ideas of proper methods of church work differ 
from her own convictions? Howcan she hold together 
and lead forward these young people without losing 
their enthusiastic following? These questions are 
brought up in a Massachusetts woman’ s inquiries about 
the much discussed church fair problem. She writes: 


I write to ask about a subject you have often discussed in 
your Notes on Open Letters: the question of money-making 
affairs being held to help defray the expenses of the church. 

"We have a new church in the process of building, and cer- 
tain rooms are to be set apart to be used for these affairs. 
Does this fact make them any more allowable? A large 
number of our members do not believe in them to any great 
extent; that is, they are very careful as to what they have 
and do. 

My husband and myself both have classes of young people 
between the ages of fifteen and twenty-five years ; naturally, 
they are eager for almost anything ; we have every reason to 
believe that they like us, and we want to do all we can to hold 
and to help them ; yet we have always stood for freely giving 
to God's work, not taking any part in money-making affairs of 
any kind. We are comparatively new to our classes here, 
and they do not know exactly how we stand. 

Lately I have begun to question whether cake sales are legit- 
imate in carrying on the work of the Kingdom. I do not 
doubt that Christmas sales and suppers are not; yet I could 
not give a satisfactory explanation as to the difference between 
these and cake sales when my class ask me, as of course they 
will. Is there any difference . 

What do you think of having entertainments and taking a 
collection ? 

Also, if classes hold these affairs, and the money is put in 
the class treasury and held as class money apart from the 
church or Sunday-school, and is then voted out as we wish,— 
could a class do that, and be doing right ? 

Can a class hold togetherif they go into these things and the 
teacher stands aloof? We cannot say that the class shall not 
or must not do this or that ; we feel that each of us counts as 
but one, and we cannot dictate ; yet if we cannot go-into all 
the class activities, what will follow? And if we advise against 
them, what can we give in their place, that we believe would be 
pleasing to God? 

1 don't want any false convictions of right and wrong to 
stand in the way of the perfect unity of the class. 


There need be no loss of real unity in such a class 
with such a teacher, There can be genuine unity 
among persons whose convictions differ at some points. 
And in the case of young people who are not likely to 
have thought through, with thoroughness, their own 
opinions in the church fair question, it is possible for 
their teacher to lead them, step by step, into a clearer 
and more satisfying view. 

Therefore it is important for this teacher herse!f to 
become quite clear why all sales-methods for raising 
money for the Lord’s work—the appealing to persons 
to buy in order to help the Lord—are unworthy. God's 
own.Word is unmistakable in this matter. We are told 
there that as we have freely received, we are freely to 
give. There is a peculiar privilege and blessing in 
giving to the Lord,—especially when we recognize 
that we are simply returning to him something of the 
everything that he has given to us. And the church 
and community need to be shown this special blessing 
of outright giving tothe Lord. But they are not shown 
that blessing when they are asked to accept an oppor- 


tunity of getting something in return while they help 
the Lord's work. An exchange is not a gift. Every 
time that the church, orindividual members ofachurch, 
offer anything for sale on the ground that the profits 
from the sale are to be devoted to the Lord's work, they 
are actually standing in the light of those who ought to 
be shown the blessing of real giving. Many whose mo- 
tives are of the highest do this innocently ; but their 
unselfish motives do not alter the fact of their uncon- 
scious standing in the way of the best method. 

Thus it will be seen that the sales method of money 
raising, as a substitute for the giving method, is an 
unworthy thing entirely apart from the question 
whether it goes on in the church auditorium, or in the 
Sunday-school room, or in other rooms set apart for 
social affairs. It will be seen alsothat there is no 
difference between Christmas sales or suppers for 
money-raising purposes, and cake sales or similar 
methods at other times of the year. And the holding 
of entertainments at which a collection is taken for 
the Lord’s work is the same in principle as offering 
people any other form of temporal value for their 
money. Whether we offer them cake, or ice cream, 
or household articles, or a supper, or entertainment 
in any form, we are indirectly bribing them to do 
what they ought to have the privilege of doing without 
any inducement other than God’s will. The Sunday- 
school class that raises money for the Lord’s work by 
sales methods, even though that money be kept apart 
from the school or church treasury, is accepting an 
unworthy method, instead of rising to the privilege of 
helping others to see the blessing of outright giving. 
The simple principle for all the year round and for 
every place is this: don’t offer people the lower privi- 
lege of getting something in return when they ought 
to be offered the higher privilege of giving outright. 

One of the best ways of leading people to the 
higher ground in this matter is to show them the 
great gain of systematic giving to the Lord: the set- 
ting apart of a tenth (or of any other definite propor- 
tion of one’s income which one may believe God 
would approve) as the Lord’s money to be turned 
over gladly to the needs of his work. Systematic 
giving of this sort can come at its best only in lives 
that have already been completely surrendered to the 
mastery of the Lord Jesus Christ, this surrender carry- 
ing with it God’s ownership of everything, —money 
and all other possessions, as well as the life. 

While a teacher should wisely and lovingly take 
opportunities to let her class know her views, she 
must also show the class that she is heartily one of 
them, and that she respects their views even while 
they differ from her own. Moreover in such a matter 
as that under discussion, since there is no essential 
sin in the widely used method of sales for raising 
money, it may under certain circumstances be a 
teacher's duty not to hold aloof from her class.even 
while such an affair is going on. She may be able the 
more successfully to lead them to a clear understand- 
ing of the better way if she keeps close to them even 
while they are following what they know she does not 
count the better way. - And let-her be careful to show 
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the class that she enthusiastically believes in good 
times socially, by getting up pleasant little affairs for 
the class in ways that are free from the money-raising 
features. She will find helpful suggestions for these 
affairs in such books as ‘‘Social to Save,’’ by Amos 
R. Wells ~— Society of Christian Endeavor, 35 
cents) ; ‘Social Evenings,’’ by Amos R. Wells (same 
publisher, 35 cents); ‘‘ Eighty Pleasant Evenings,’’ 
by L. M, Heath and others mee publisher, 35 cents) ; 
‘Church Sociables and tertainments'’ (Double- 
day, Page and Company, 50 cents) ; ‘‘ Five Hundred 
Ways to Help Your Church,’’ by Theresa H. Wol- 
cott (The Sunday School Times Co., $1). 

Back of it all, and through it all, let this teacher 
pray. Even if the situation seems quite hopeless for 
atime because of the general sentiment in the class 
and school and church, let her continue, in undis- 
couraged faith and persistency, to lay the matter 
before the Lord, and bring the members of the class 
one by one by name before him in prayer, asking him 
to do his own work in their hearts in order to show 
them the whole truth, It is easier to keep very close 
to people with whom we differ when we are praying 
for them ; for God works a continuing work of grace 
in our own hearts as well as in theirs. 
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The Message of an American 
Girl’s Surrendered Life 
There is one form of Christian evidence that can- 

not be gainsaid,—personal testimony as to ‘‘ how 
great things God hath done for thee."’ A testimony 
that has deeply influenced many Christians is the story 
of ‘‘An American Girl's Struggle and Surrender,'’ 
which was told by herself in recent issues of The Sun- 
day School Times, From a number of readers has 
come the request that this life-story be published in 
booklet form for wide distribution. A leader of a 
Bible class wants each member to read the story. A 
worker in a college wrote of the great possibilities in 
the spreading of such a message among college girls. 

Mr. George M. Paden, cashier of the Union: Na- 
tional Bank of Pittsburgh, also saw how this mission- 
ary’s experience might become a blessing to many 
other American girls, and he asked for permission to 
reprint in booklet form the four articles in which the 
American girl, now grown to womanhood, told ‘how 
she learned that there was something more in life than 
average Christianity. Mr. Paden, after arranging fo 
the publication of the booklet, writes : ' 


My thought is to bear the expense of publishing the booklet, 
and merely charge for the cost of mailing. I can see that it 
would be a little difficult to state the amount of postage re- 
quired for each order, hence I have thought of putting a price 
of two cents per copy on the booklet, payable in postage 
stamps, when more convenient to the purchaser. 

I have given an initial order for 2,000 copies. I should be 
glad to have you announce it in The Sunday School ‘Times. 

trust that it may get into the hands of many, and result in 
many surrendered lives. 

I should value your prayers that the message may reach 
those to whom God would speak through this testimony. 


On the facing page, in the article, ‘‘A Pittsburgh 
Banker's Investment,’’ Mr. Innes tells something of 
Mr. Paden’s own missionary experience. This glimpse 
that Mr. Innes gives into the Paden family suggests 
why Mr. Paden knows what it meant for an American 
girl in another family to surrender. 

Copies of the booklet may be ordered at two cents 
each by addressing George M. Paden, care of the 
Union National Bank, Pittsburgh, Pa. Shall we not 
join in Mr. Paden’s prayer that the wide distribution 
of this message may lead to surrendered lives of 
American daughters—and of sons and parents too? 


‘ee 


From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


RACIOUS GOD, our Father and our Friend : We thank 
thee for the privilege of living ; for adjustments which 
make life secure ; for personal equipment which ena- 

bles us to use and enjoy life ; for the Hand which governs the 
whirling planets without confusion ; for Jesus Christ, in whom 
we read the riddle of the universe and find thee at its heart; 
for thy Spirit within, who reduces our turbulent nature to 
order, infuses thy life, and inweaves with our frame the sweet- 
ness of trust and the joy of loving ; for our human comrades, 
and the delights of friendship and affection ; for peace with 
God, with man, with nature, and with ourselves ; for the privi- 
lege of bearing a part in the majestic tasks of thy kingdom, 
and so molding the ages to come ; for exalted and gracious 
fellowship with thee and with all the good ; for thy full and 
free redemption, with all its satisfying experiences here, and 
its sure hope of ever augmenting life, growth, power, useful- 
ness, and satisfaction hereafter; for the great things which 
inspire and elevate us, and for the thousand little things by 
which thy love gently comforts and sustains us. O God, our 
God, it is thou who art our Portion! Take away, then, what- 
ever may do us harm, but leave us thyself. So fuse us with 
thyself, so melt our lives into thine own, that health, fortune, 
sunlight, and earth itself, may slip away from us and we never 
miss them. 
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An American business man’s im 





Why the Little Ones are Dazed : 
| WAS walking with George C. Shane of Philadel- 
phia the other day, and he told me what he saw 
in Egypt and Syria. Mr. Shane is a flour manu- 
facturer and merchant, with mills in Philadelphia, 
Minnesota and Dakota. He was in the Levant a few 
months ago. I asked him what he thought of con- 
ditions over there and the prospect of improving 
them. He said that things were worse than they had 
ever been described, and went on to tell about them. 
There is much that he said which I cannot write. If 
I wrote all the things Mr. Shane told me, this paper 
wouldn’t print them. You wouldn’t for a minute 
think of pouring the poisonous story of the everyday 
acts of Moslems into the minds of your beys and girls. 
It was through the little children that Mr. Shane 
thought the people of these countries could be re- 
claimed from the deadening effect of the opiate of 
Mohammedanism. He said the little fellows do not 
cry much, or laugh much—they just act dazed and 
stunned by the awful load of pain that has fallen on 
them. A large proportion of them have scalp dis- 
eases, and the native method of curing the disease is 
to smear the scalp and fill the hair with tar, and when 
the tar has hardened to pull the hair out by the roots ; 
they claim that three repetitions of this process will 
cure the disease. 

Ninety-five percent of the people have eye trouble. 
Mr. Shane saw a group of children, unattended, in the 
streets, with eyeballs so swollen that the lids could 
not cover them ; he spoke of seeing six little boys in 
a group and only two good eyes, where there should 
have been twelve. Ophthalmia is the malady. He 
told me of a little girl who was brought to a hospital 
of the American Mission in Egypt, last year. For 
weeks the pain had been indescribable, for weeks 
the lids had not closed.over the eyes. The father 
left her at the hospital, asking the doctor if he could 
not restore her sight ; in a few days he returned and 
was told that he had brought the daughter too late, 
that she could not now be made to see. Then he led 
her away ; the doctor remonstrated, saying that, while 
her sight was gone, he could stop the awful, fiery 
pain, but the father went on, saying: ‘‘Oh, never 
mind that, she’s only a girl.’’ 

I asked Mr. Shane if these were not isolated cases 
of little ones suffering, and if it would not be wrong 
to infer that childhood suffered in a wholesale way 
from these incidents. His reply was that only three 
out of ten children that are born in Egypt live to be 
two years of age. _ Do you realize it? Of every ten 
little babies born in Islam in 1913, seven will have 
died by 1915. There are 230,000,000 Moslems,; the 
race is not decreasing—what then is the annual toll 
of children to this Juggernaut—Islam? No wonder 
the little fellows are dazed and stunned, and I believe 
it is not only the pain that stuns them ; a child 
doesn’t have to be very old to be impressed by death 
and to sense its meaning, and before the little child 
of Islam can run about most of its little companions 
have died, and death doesn’t cease at two years, it 
goes on inch by inch taking its toll of Moslem child- 
hood. 

Some people in America say ‘‘ Mohammedanism is 
good enough for those for whom it was intended.’’ 
Intended by whom? There is no just mind on earth 
or in heaven who ever intended this thing for man- 
kind, much less for womankind, and least of all for 
the little ones. 


A Pittsburgh Banker’s Investment 
F YOU go south from Cairo about a day’s journey 
by camel up the Nile, you will come to the vil- 
lage of Mazghuna, and you will find a boat an- 
chored there,—a steamboat, —- anchored close by 
Mazghuna. The name of the ship is ‘‘ The Alle- 
gheny.”’ 

George M. Paden, cashier of the Union National 
Bank of Pittsburgh, is one of a company of Pittsburgh 
men who bought it and put it there on the waters of 
the Nile ; but that wasn’t enough for Mr. Paden. To 
him the cargo was more significant than the boat. 
He's a banker ; he knows a good investment when he 
sees it. He had been in Egypt, had studied the 
Moslem problem, and could discern the possibilities, 
and he invested heavily. 
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Things as They Are Where Islam Rules. 
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Beginning a New Era in Moslem Work 





When it was announced recently that a Christian 
business man robust health in Kansas City had 
given outright to missions a million dollars. another 
millionaire planned to visit Kansas City to find out if 
this man had g reasons for his strange investment. 
Business men are awakening to their world obliga- 
tion and opportunity. Mr. George Innes, who has 
large commercial interests in Canada and the States, 
is one of several American laymen who have turned 
their wealth and talents into Kingdom work. Ten 
months of his year are given to missions as Associate 
Secretary of the United Presbyterian Board of Foreign 
Missions, and all his income above a fixed sum for the 
support of his family goes into the Lord's treasury. 


The most insistent problem that Mr. Innes sees 
upon the missionary horizon = is the problem of 
the Moslem world. For twelve weeks past The Gazette 
Times, one of Pittsburgh's leading daily papers, | as 
been publishing, week by week, articles by Mr. Innes 
which tell startling things about the Mohammedan 
situation of to-day, and which show why Christian 
business men should take immediate notice of the 
great problem... From some of these articles, the ma- 
terial on this page has been taken. 


A significant part of Mr. Innes’ conclusions is that 
he sees the largest hope for Islam in the Moslem chil- 
dren. At the orid’s Sunday-Schovl Convention in 
Zurich this very conviction came as a new vision to 
the Moslem missionaries themselves. The vision 
promises to mark a new era in missionary work 
among the Moslems. ‘‘ The Moslem Campa e " of 
the world’s Sunday-schools was inaugurated. As 
the first definite step in the campaign the Moslem 
Tour Party of missionary and Sunday-school special- 
ists visited twelve American cities from February 2 to 
11, with the purpose of bringing the opportunities in 
Moslem lands before the people, and pacuring, funds 
for ca ng out the plans of the World’s Sunday 
School Association. orty-eight mee*ings were held 
in the twelve cities, attended by 18,278 forget, and 
the sum of $44,902.92 was subscribed for the three 
years’ work that has been planned. A leaflet that 
tells the story of this Moslem Campaign may be ob- 
tained from the Worid's Sunday School Association, 
whose headquarters after April 1, 1914, will be Metro- 
politan Tower, New York City. 


One of the best ways to keep informed on the de- 
velopment of Christianity in Moslem lands is to read 
The Moslem World, a wet yd magazine edited by 
Samuel M. Zwemer, D.D., of Cairo, Egypt. Mr. Innes’ 
paragraph on this page referring to Dr. Zwemer sug- 
gests how well qualified he is to edit a paper which 
will provide the common platform that is needed for 
united action in this great work. Subscriptions to 
this quarterly may be sent to Mrs. James M. Mont- 
Ree. Nile Mission Press, Box 888, New York City. 

he price for one year is §r. 


The greatest factor in this campaign of the world’s 
Sunday-schools in behalf of the Mosiem children will 
be the prayer forces that are set in motion. A defi- 
nite oearet plan that your Sunday-school may enter 
into will be announced in The Sunday School Times 
of March 21. In the meantime, set apart the week 
before Easter, April 5 to 11, as the Sunday-school 
prayer week for the Moslem world with its eighty 
million children. 














He not only saw how profitable it would be to have 
a ship on the Nile, but he saw how tremendously 
profitable it would be to have a representative in 
Egypt, and he wanted a good one, He had only one 
child, Miss Marian. She had a lot to invest, too; 
she had her full, strong, young life to invest, and she, 
too, was looking for the best place to put it, where 
the richest, most glorious career could be found, The 
fertite valley of the Nile looked the best, and there 
was no further ado about it. Oh, I don’t know ; 
maybe some suggestions did come to Mr. Paden from 


_solicitous friends, that, having only one child, he 


ought to keep her at home, and have the pleasure of 
her cheer in the home. I don’t know anything about 
that, but if they did they were answered some way, 
and to Paden’s satisfaction. Mr. Paden has taken 
ali the shares of stock in his daughter’s support, and 
no one, Egyptian, or American, or Briton, has been 
allowed to get any of that stock. It's all off the 
market ; it would go at a high premium were it ac- 
cessible, but it’s all held in the Paden family. 

Islam’ s fierce countenance softens before Miss Paden 
and her message. .. . She has a force of Egyptian 
women under her direction working with her. She 
finds some on the river banks washed up by the 
surge of human passion that has used them, and 
abused them, and forsaken them, but which never tries 
to restore them. She finds them in lowly hovels, and 
she finds them in the harems of the rich ; sometimes 
they are in pain of body. She leads them back to 
the river bank to ‘*The Allegheny,’’ to her com- 
panions there on the boat, Dr. and Mrs. A. W. Pol- 
tock. Dr. Pollock has an up-to-date hospital on his 
end of: ithe’ boat,..and. he heals their diseases. Ten 
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thousand come to him each year for healing. Some 
see again whose sight was gone. Some were lame, 
but walk now, who had not walked for many a day. 
Mohammed taught every Moslem how to make 
wounds, but he never taught one man how to heal 
one wound. The Moslem may despise the Nazarene, 
but he quickly folds back the flap of his tent for this 
angel of mercy whom the Man of Galilee has sent,— 
the medical missionary, and when Dr. Pollock steps 
in to put ointment on the sightless eyes, Miss Paden 
and Mrs. Pollock step in and pour balm into the 
weary heart. 

I asked these folks how frequently they visited a 
village. They told me that in the years they had 
been on ‘‘ The Allegheny’’ they had never visited 
the same village twice, and that if it were convenient 
to visit all the villages in the Delta alone, from the 
boat (there are many villages which would not be 
convenient to visit from the boat), it would require 
fifty years to visit all of them once. 

That's too long, isn’t it? I went through villages 
where there are hundreds of little children who will 
be blind before another year if they are not helped. 
I saw Dr. Pollock cleanse and treat little babies’ eyes 
whose sight would be eaten away in three months 
more if he hadn't treated them. Fifty years is too 
long. Ten years is too long. _ There is room for lots 
more boats like this on the Nile. 

In her eleven years in Egypt Miss Paden has done 
more for the victims of Islam than did Peter the Her- 
mit, Richard and Barbarossa, their peers, and their 
legions in all the ages of the Crusades. 

They hated ; she loves. 


What Zwemer Learned in the Desert 


HERE is always a lot of human material around 
good enough to make great men of, whenever 
that human material gets caught in the grip of 

a great cause and a great passion. It is not a man 
with a whole lot of good ideas that is a great man. 
A great man is one big idea plus himself. You say 
a man with one idea is narrow? Certainly he is 
narrow, but to be narrow is to be a knight. An Arab 
said of Zengy, ‘‘He is a knight after the fashion of 
my race and family, for what we admire in a knight 
is that he be lean and long.’’ Columbus was as nar- 
row as could be ; he would not listen to reason or 
sense, but just allowed himself to be carried along by 
his one idea. Billy Sunday is a man of one idea, and 
just narrow enough to think that men ought to be 
saved in every town he goes to. Samuel M. Zwemer 
is lean and long ; and he just clung to one long, lean 
idea, and it took him to the back of the Desert of 
Arabia, hid him there on the other side of the world 
among Moslems, where he could not do anything but 
help them, and live among them, and live for them, 
and give himself to them, and pray for them, until 
to-day he is the greatest single force on earth for 
Moslems. Columbus discovered a new world ; so 
did Zwemer, and they have taken him from Arabia 
and put him at the capital of that great Moslem 
world——Cairo. He came to America not long ago ; 
they brought him all the way from Cairo to Kansas 
City to tell the four thousand students of American 
colleges who were to meet there what he learned in 
the desert. 7 


Moslem Women and ‘‘ The Cow’”’ 


F WE look into the Koran, the Mohammedan’s 
Bible, that we may be directed authentically.as to 
the legal status of women under its provisions, 

we will find that the very chapter which gives this 
information (and which provides that every Moslem 
may have four legal wives and as many concubines-as 
his right hand can hold) goes by the title of ‘‘The 
Cow.’” And we can scarcely find a better title to de- 
scribe her social status than the one which Mohammed 
chose, Of course, there are exceptions, but it is not an 
exaggerated statement to say that, generally speaking, 
their physical and social environment is not better 
than that of the beast. 

Dr. Cochran, at the close of a long life spent in 
Persia, said : ‘‘I could not say, after my long and 
intimate acquaintance as a doctor with the men of 
Persia, that I had ever met a pure-hearted or pure- 
lived adult man among the Mohammedans of Persia."' 
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In this chapter, entitled ‘‘ The Cow,’’ Mohammed's 
followers are told that if a man has divorced his wife 
three times, that he may not take her back until she 
has become the wife of another, and in every city of 
every Moslem land there are men whose sole occupa- 
tion it is to become the husband of those who for a 
third time have been divorced and whose husbands 
desire their return, As is provided in the law of the 
Koran, this man receives a dowry, probably about fifty 
cents, and after they have maintained the marriage 
relation for twenty-four hours, he then by the simple 
process of repeating three times ‘‘I divorce thee’’ 
«livorces her, when legally she can become the wife 
of her former husband. 

Those who carry on this farce day after day, and 
year after year literally become the husbands of hun- 
dreds of wives. There is perhaps in all heathen lands 
no institution more monstrous than this blasphemy 
against the sacred rite of marriage. 


Twentieth Century Slave Markets 


HERE Islam rules there is slavery. Why not? 
Their Bible, the Koran, provides for it. Mo- 
hammed, their prophet, by his own example, 

constituted it as a sacred rite, Therefore it exists be- 
cause of Islam, not in spite of Islam. It existed in 
America once, not because of Christianity, but in 
spite of Christianity. 

Charles M. Doughty, an explorer of Central Arabia, 

‘ says, '‘Jiddah is the staple town of African slavery 

for the Turkish Empire.'’ Jiddah is a sacred city of 
Islam ; the name means “‘ grandmother,’’ and Mos- 
lems believe it is the place where Eve came to earth 
from heaven. It is the port city of Mecca on the 
Red Sea, and there, from Africa, the storehouse and 
warehouse, Islam’s trade in human souls is estab- 
lished, and from there to Mecca and other places 
they are shipped. 

As Pittsburgh is a world market for steel, 

As Minneapolis is a world market for flour, 

As St. Louis is a world market for mules, 
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So Jiddah is the Moslem world market for janitors, 
—eunuchs bought to be used as the janitors in the 
mosques of the Moslem world, their houses of wor- 
ship, at $120 each, 

Hadji Khan, one of the very few who went to 
Mecca and lived to return and tell what he saw, was 
there during the pilgrimage of 1902. He describes 
the slave market there : ‘‘Go there and see for your- 
self the condition of the human chattels... . There 
they are flung peil-mell in the open square. .. . The 
dealer standing by cried out,-“*Come and buy, fresh 


and green ; come and buy, strong and useful, faith- _ 


ful and honest, come and buy.’ 

‘*The day of sacrifice was past, and the richer pil- 
grims in their brightest robes gathered around, One 
among them singled out a girl. They entered a 
booth together, The mother was left behind. One 
word was uttered, or, was it a moan of inarticulate 
grief? Soon after the girl came back, and the dealer, 
when the bargaining was over, said to the purchaser, 
‘I sell you this property of mine, the female slave 
Narcissus, for the sum of thirty pounds,’ Thus the 
bargain was clinched.’’ 

Alexander Powell, in ‘‘The Last Frontier,’’ says 
‘‘It is estimated there are over three thousand slaves 
imported into Morocco every year, most of them 
brought in by way of the desert from the Sudan and 
the Equatorial region. None who have the ‘strength 
to travel need miss that desert trail, that Great White 
Way, whitened by the bleached bones of those who 
died from heat and hunger on their way to fill up the 
cup of blood Islam has drunk during the ages that 
the land of the Moors has been her abode. 

‘*I can take you into half a dozen Moroccan cities,”’ 


. Mr. Powell says, ‘‘*and show you slaves being auc- 


tioned to the highest bidder as openly as they were 
in our South fifty years ago. There is a large, profit- 
able demand for slaves, particularly boys and girls, 
in all the Moroccan cities, a young negress having a 
market value of from $80 to $120.”' 

PHILADELPHIA, 








Making Easter Count in Graded Classes 


The Forum of Methods in Graded Work, conducted by Mrs. Maud Junkin Baldwin, Superin- 
gy tendent of the Elementary Department of the Pennsylvania State Sabbath School Association 





Story, Song, and Service for Easter 


IFE and death,—the two great mysteries! In 
nothing does habit of thought show itself more 
clearly than in the way we regard these things. 

The way the man or woman meets the fact of death 
when it comes into his personal experience depends 
upon the way he has seen others meet it, and the 
teachings that have surrounded it in childhood. If he 
is taught that life is one, —life here and life hereafter, — 
and that death is only the gateway into life eternal , 
if he has seen that faith lived out about him, some 
day he will find himself singing the real Easter Alle- 
luia. He will sing it naturally, because ail his habits 
of thought and faith have been trained to that ex- 
pression. 

Easter is not a day to theorize about proofs of the 
resurrection, but a day to feel it as a power in life, as 
a glorious hope, in the expression of which the whole 
world joins. How, then, shall we express in our Sun- 
day-school service the real Easter joy which we wish 
our pupils to feel? 

Nature stories and songs will, in the Beginners and 
Primary departments, lead up to ¢e story; bud, bulb, 
cocoon, and flower will each give its message. 
Decorations of lilies and other flowers, and the greens 
of springtime, will on Easter Sunday bring the, mes- 
sage of ‘‘ new life’’ to sight and smell. 

The lesson period will not be shortened, but Scrip- 
ture, song, and prayer will minister to the spirit of the 
day. Let some class or department recite the Mark 
Easter story or parts of the fifteenth chapter of First 
Corinthians. In the Beginners and Primary depart- 
ments use the sequence of Graded Lesson memory 
texts for the Scripture for the month. 

Good tellings of the Bible story for the teachers’ 
help will be found in Dean Hodges’ ‘‘When the 
King Came’’ (Houghton, Mifflin Co, $1.25), Miss 
Tappan’s ‘*The Christ Story’’ (Houghton, Mifflin 
Co, $1.50), and Miss Stewart's ‘‘Tell Me a True 
Story’’ (Revell, $1.25). 

Among the few good stories for telling either in 
class, department, or at the carol service or Sunday- 
scho@l concert may be mentioned the following : 


‘The Bluebirds’’ (first year Beginners Graded Les- 
sons), and ‘‘ Dudley and Rachel’’ (second year Be- 
ginners’ Graded. Lessons), Frances W. Danielson ; 
‘*A Lesson of Faith,’’ and ‘‘ Not Lost, but Gone 
Before,’’ in ‘‘ Parables from Nature,’’ by Mrs. Alfred 
Gatty (classics, suitable for Primary and Junior ; Dut- 
ton, 35 cents); ‘‘A Handful of Clay,’’ van Dyke (in 
‘«The Blue Flower,’’ Scribners, $1.50); ‘‘ The Little 
Boy that was Scaret o’ Dyin’,’’ and ‘‘ The Plant that 
Lost Its Berry,’’ in ‘*Story-Tell Lib,’’ by Annie 
Trumbull Slosson’’ (Scribners, 50 cents); ‘‘The Boy 
Who Discovered the Spring,’” Raymond Alden (in the 
volume called after its first story, ‘‘ Why the Chimes 
Rang,’’ Bobbs-Merrill Co., $1.25); Eugene Field's 
‘‘In Springtime’’ (in ‘‘A Little Book of Profitable 
Tales,’’ Scribners, $1.25); and ‘‘ The Mother in Para- 
dise’’ (‘* Second Book of Tales,’’ Scribners, $1.25). 
There are two long stories in Selma _ Lagerlof's 
‘*Christ Legends’’ (Henry Holt & Co, $1.25), suit- 
able for telling in the adult class, and some Interme- 
diates will enjoy them; ‘St. Veronica’s Handker- 


chief,’’ which is really a most wonderful story ; and 
‘*The Sacred Flame.’’ Both must be shortened, 
however. Another story for older classes is, ‘* Let 


Us Follow Him,"’ by Sienkiewicz (Altemus, 40 cents). 

More and more the singing of carols and other 
Easter songs is having an important place in our ob- 
servance of the day, either in the early ‘Sunrise 
service,’’ an afternoon ‘‘carol service,’’ or in the 
Sunday-school concert. A certain denomination is 
said to ‘‘sing theology’’ into the hearts of its youth. 
Why not sing Easter joy and faith into the lives of 
our pupils through our carols ? 

Some of the best songs for the younger children are 
as follows: ‘‘ Nature’s Easter Story’’ (‘‘Song Stories 
for the Sunday School,’’ Clayton F. Summy, Chicago, 15 
cents, postpaid); ‘*Children’s Easter Praises,’’ ‘‘ Breaks 
the Joyful Easter Dawn,’’ and ‘‘The Sun Has Gone 
Down"’ (‘‘Songs for Little People,’’ Pilgrim Press, 
72 cents, postpaid) ; ‘‘The Little Flowers Came 
Through the Ground’’ (‘* Primary and Junior Hym- 
nal,’ Heidelberg Press, 35 cents); ‘‘Child’s Song,’’ 
«Lift Up, O Little Children"’ (‘*Carols,’’ Leyda 
Publishing Company, 25 cents); ‘‘ Hosanna,"’ ‘‘ The 


‘and knows that its life has gone out of it. 


MARCH 7, 1914 


Easter Light’’ (Margaret C. Brown, Song Leaflets, 
ey by the author, 436 Oak Street, Buffalo, 
Y., 5 cents each). 

For Juniors and older, and to be found in most of 
the Church Hymnals, are these and others: ‘‘ Jesus 
Christ is Risen To-day,’ ‘‘ The Strife is O’er,’’ * The 
Day of Resurrection,'’ ‘* Welcome, Happy Morning,”’ 
‘Rise, Glorious Conqueror,"’ ‘God Hath Sent His 
Angels.’’ There area few quaint ones like, ‘‘ Roman 
Soldier, Tell Me True,’ and ‘‘As Mary Walked in 
the Garden Green.”’ 

No Easter is complete which does not find expres- 
sion in the joy of service, be it in carol-singing to 
shut-ins or old people, in distributing flowers at the 
close of the day, or in a going out to all the world in 
the spirit of missions. Many schools receive a spe- 
cial missionary offering at this time, while some choose 
to make it a Decision Day. However we keep it, 
may. officers, teachers, and pupils come through this 
day to feel more keenly the joy of the abundant life 
which Jesus came to give. Then will this life ‘‘ more 
abundant” overflow in service for others !—.\/rs. 
Florence S. Ware, Worcester, Mass. 


Can They Understand Easter? 


SIMPLY kept close to nature and did not say a 
word about death or resurrection, They are 
too young to understand it. Besides, I do not 

believe in portraying death scenes to children."’ 

It was Easter Sunday. The school was just dis- 
missed, The speaker was the teacher of the first year 
Primary class. 

Is it true that our teacher-friend kept close to nature? 
Alas ! we cannot keep close to nature and be strangers 
to death. The child plucks the withered flower, and 
says, ‘‘It is dead.’ He beholds the crushed insect, 
He views 
the funeral procession, and soon learns that some one 
has died, and that the lifeless body is being borne to 
the cemetery. We cannot teach about life without 
recognizing death, 

Quite right was the teacher in affirming that her chil- 
dren were ‘‘ too young to understand it.’’ The death 


‘and resurrection of our Saviour are mysteries which 


not even adults understand, and about which those 
whd theorize 'do” not agtee, Nevertheless, upon the 


‘resurrection hangs the Christian’s hope, and it is 


important that the youngest Primary child be given 
about it some seed-thought, that it may grow with’ him 
and connect up with subsequent religious teaching. 

While we agree with cautious teachers that death 
scenes should not be graphically portrayed to chil- 
dren, let us not swing to the other extreme of presum- 
ing that the child will be shocked, terrified, or in the 
least harmed by alluding to that with which—as in the 
case of death—he is already familiar. It is the teach- 
er’s prerogative not only to tell the Easter story of the 
Bible, but to do so with that gentle touch and delicate 
discrimination which characterize the expert’ story- 
teller and leaves the child unharmed, 

Before Easter.—The several weeks intervening be- 
tween Christmas and Easter are favorable for forming 
a background for the Easter thought. Lily bulbs and 
other seeds may be planted and kept in the Sunday- 
school room where the children may watch their 
development. In the meantime, if some song touch- 
ing upon hidden life—such as ‘*Shiny Brown Seed’’ 
or ‘‘Waiting to Grow’’—be made a part of each 
Sunday's service, it will co-operate with nature in 
making receptive the minds and hearts of the chil- 
dren. A little later a more distinctively Easter song 
may be introduced, 

Easter Sunday.—Since atmosphere and suggestion 
enter so largely into the religious development of the 
child, there should be no lack of appropriate decora- 
tions on Easter Sunday. Flowers fragrant with the 
breath of new life, together with a picture of the 
risen Lord, will form an excellent setting for the 
Easter story. If it is the plan to have a special Easter 
program by the school at the time of its usual session 
some lesson may be omitted from the regular course, 
or two lessons combined, so that the children may 
receive from the teacher the complete and rounded 
Easter story before the program is rendered. It is 
hoped that the program may be simple and climactic, 
For the children’s part in such a program, singing 
and, if desired, a little recitation of memorized Scrip- 
ture relating to the Easter thought, will be quite suffi- 
cient. 

Things that Detract.—It would be difficult to elimi- 
nate Easter eggs and bunnies from the children’s minds 
at Easter time. No doubt, they should be welcomed 


at the children’s Easter party—preferably after Easter. 
(Continued on page 150) 























LESSON FOR MARCH 22 (Luke 13 : 18-35) 
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Billy Sunday’s Capture of his First Great City 


How God’s message swayed Pittsburgh’ s thousands 


————— 


By Robert C. McQuilkin “The Sunday School Thee 





HE train that carried me over the mountains to 


hear Billy Sunday and to see what was happen- , 


ing in Pittsburgh, had to find its way through a 


heavy snowstorm, and arrived two hours behind — 


schedule time. 
‘*Will the snowstorm keep them away from the 
tabernacle ?’’ was one of the first questions I asked. 
‘‘Nothing will keep them away from the taber- 
nacle,"’ 


There was a curious note of finality in the answer — 


of this Pittsburgher, who had seen thousands turned 
away day after day from the huge wooden structure 
that for eight weeks was the most important spot in 
the city. The stormiest winter Pittsburgh has known 
for ten years seemed not to affect the numbers nor 
dampen the enthusiasm of the crowds which thronged 
to the evangelistic services. 
On the Saturday night of my arrival, an hour be- 
fore the time scheduled for the meeting to begin, 
. thousands were already seated in the tabernacle. A 
special delegation of the Knights of Malta, thirty-five 
hundred strong, led by their uniformed troop, marched 
in a body to the revival meeting and occupied the 
great block of seats that had been reserved for them. 
When Rodeheaver, Billy’s song leader and master of 
ceremonies, asked these men to stand, a spontaneous 
outburst of applause rose from all parts of the. taber- 
nacle. How many of these Knights will take a stand 
for Jesus Christ to-night? All of them, by their mem- 
-bership in the Order express their belief in Jesus of 
Nazareth, but not‘all of them know him as Saviour 
and Lord, 


Billy Sunday Ready to Preach 

Hearty words of welcome to the Knights of Malta 
and the smaller delegations, interspersed with. sallies 
.of humor, messages of song from the choir, special 
quartets and solos, succeed each other rapidly, and 
the soil is being prepared for the word of power that 
is to be preached. There is not a dull moment from 
the time the deep, rich voice of Rodeheaver makes 
the first announcement until Mr. Sunday rises and 


announces his text. And with Billy Sunday preach- . 


ing, the word ‘‘dulness’’ would be as incongruous as 
empty seats would be in the tabernacle. 

Yes, the other man on the platform is Billy Sun- 
day. This is the man whose name and whose words 
are overshadowing all else in the columns of the city’s 
daily newspapers, and whose message is overshadow- 
ing all else in the hearts of hundreds of thousands who 
read those papers. As tall as ‘* Rodey,’’ but with none 
of the singer’s robustness, this lean, ‘graceful, nervous 
figure, quivering with electric energy, moves about 
the platform, or lounges on the chair, or has @ word 
with ‘*Ma’’ Sunday, who sits with the other members 
of the party grouped about the piano just back of the 
platform, There are in Mr. Sunday few of the marks 
of the ‘‘preacher’’ as we ordinarily think of God's 
messengers. This man rather calls to mind the hero 
of the college athletic field,—not a member of the 
football squad, but perhaps the champion sprinter 
and the baseball captain. Few things about Mr. 
Sunday would indicate that he had passed the fifty- 
year mark, except perhaps the slight thinning of his 
hair. 

As the evangelist faces the audience and announces 
his text, we have the picture of a master who is fit for 
his work,—a body trained to the minute and ready 
for a*contest that will take more energy than those 
sprints on the baseball diamond which used to thrill 
the bleachers when the Billy Sunday of twenty-five 
years ago was running the bases. He is master not 
only of his own body,—an instrument which he is to 
use to the uttermost,—but he is evidently master of 
that great company whose minds and hearts are cen- 
tered upon him for this hour, and whose lives he 
wants to mold, The effect of the intense and con- 
centrated interest, as those thousands wait as one unit 
for the preacher's first word, is overpowering. 

Zacchaeus furnishes the story center of the corel 
‘*Make haste, and come down; for to-day. 
salvation come to this house."’ As Billy Sunday ste. 


tures the arrival of Zacchaeus with the Lord, and the 
introduction to Mrs. Zacchaeus and all the children, 
I recalled how it was said of Moody that he told the . 
Bible stories as though he were personally acqhainted . -. 


‘ing. 





—=—= 


What in many respects merits the newspaper esti- 
mate of it as ‘‘the greatest. evangelistic revival of 
modern times,’’ came to a close in Pittsburgh on 
February 23. During the eight-week period, Mr. 
Sunday preached at 124 meetings to audiences 
reaching the estimated number of 1,576,000, and 
professions of conversion were made by 26,601 per- 
sons. The concluding article in the series, of which 
this is the second, upon this revival and its signifi- 
cance, will consider Billy Sunday himself, and the 
secret of that power which sweeps whole towns 
with spiritual quickening wherever he goes. 








with all the characters, and had come across the inci- 
dent in his travels. Every few moments laughter and 


. applause sweep over the audience at the inimitable 


touches that are added to the story, ‘‘A little, fat, 
rich Jew up a tree,’’ completed the picture of the first 
part of the story. But the irresistible humor of the 
preacher's face and words is only a background that 
brings out the more vividly the terrible earnestness 
and intensity of the call to escape death and accept 
Clirist. 

‘*Make haste, make haste !’’ like a refrain went 
through the sermon, sounded out with solemn warn- 
Mr. Sunday is not gifted with a voice of great 
volume, and it is an effort to fill the tabernacle, but 
every now and then when an overwhelming truth is to 
be driven home a new power and solemn grandeur 
come into the tone, that carries the warning straight 
to the heart. 

‘‘Come down,’’—*‘‘ from your curiosity,’’ ‘‘ from 
your pride,’’ ‘‘from your fear of man,"’ ‘‘ from your 
fear of SIN,’’—with terrific energy and with the keen 
edge of the Spirit the appeal is made, and surely no 
unsaved man or woman in the building has any 
ground left to furnish an excuse why he should not 
take Jesus home with him and have salvation come to 
his house. 

The simple invitation is given, the choir sings ‘‘ Just 
as I am,’’ the evangelist lifts the trapdoor at the edge 
of the platform, steps down and leans over to shake 





Sparks from Billy Sunday’s Pulpit Anvil 


A painted fire will never boil an egg. 





A helpless man must have a powerful Saviour. 


I believe in experimental religion; it’s the only 


kind there is. 
You cannot save America without a tidal-wave of 
the old-time religion. 


Is God with us where we stand ? Let’s settle that. 
If he isn’t, let’s quit. 

It is a step toward higher morals when sins are 
cailed by their right name. 


No man can give a reason for not being a Chris- 
tian; he can give an excuse. 


Men do not go to hell because they are sinners, 
but because they will not repent. 


The way to find out what God will do is to look 
back and find out what God has done. 


The armies of God are never made up of drafted 
men and women. He calls for volunteers. 


1 am in favor of anything the Devil is against, and 
I am against everything the Devil is in favor of. 


My faith is a sort of wireless telegraphy through 
which | communicate with Central up in heaven. 


Start with the faith you have and farm that. Take 
what faith you have and go into business with it for 
God. 


Your body is the house you live in. One of these 
days God will tell you to move out. Where are you 
going ? 

A woman told me that she knew she had a bad 
temper, but that ‘‘ she was over it in a minute.”” So 
is a Gatling gun, but it blows everything to pieces. 

















hands with the new converts, In the prayer, which 
was just ‘‘a little talk with Jesus’’ at the close of the 
sermon, he told the Lord, ‘‘ We expect a great night."’ 
And though others may be surprised at the dozens of 
men and women and boys and girls that are now crowd- 
ing to the front of the great tabernacle, the evangelist 
himself has evidently expected the response. 

The uniformed Knights of Malta move out of the 
front rows to allow the converts to take their seats. 
Three or four of the rows are emptied, and are being 
rapidly filled. 

‘* Jesus is tenderly calling’’ the choir is now sing- 
ing, and two little girls come together and take Mr. 
Sunday's hand, while behind them comes a stalwart 
six-foot Knight. Three young boys follow, and with 
them several women who have come from the delega- 
tion of nurses that is seated on one side of the house. 
Loud applause sweeps through the vast throng as there 
is a break in the ranks of the Knights of Malta who 
are seated far back in the tabernacle, and they are 
coming forward by the score to take their places with 
the old and young, the weak and strong, who are now 
filling a dozen rows of the plain wooden benches, 

They have stopped coming now, and Mr, Sunday 
straightens up, closes the trap-door, and looks over 
the audience, But here are two more who come out 
into the sawdust-covered aisle. And look! Filing 
down from the sides of the building where they have 
taken their stand are a group of men in brilliant uni- 
form, with red plumed helmets—the uniformed troop 
of the Knights of Malta, fifteen of them. 

‘*Onward Christian Soldiers’’ the great choir is 
singing now, and twenty, thirty more men fall into 
line, and some boys are joining them. The rows are 
being filled now too far back to be counted, until some 
500 have come down from their curiosity or their pride, 
their fear of man, and their sin; have taken Billy 
Sunday's hand, and have signed their names on the 
card that tells that they have taken Christ as Saviour 
and Lord. 


A Colored Man, and a Cultured Woman 

But not all of these came at once upon the preach- 
er’s invitation. Dozens of personal workers have 
been scattered through the audience searching for the 
faces that revealed an inward struggle, and seeking to 
add just the word that is needed to bring the right 
decision, One exquisite bit from that great human 
drama will suggest what forces there are that supple- 
ment the wonderful plea from the platform. Here is 
a little hunchbacked colored man sitting’ silently 
watching the happy and earnest and deeply-moved 
faces of those who are going forward to confess Christ. 
He is evidently thinking deeply and earnestly too. I 
wonder whether he is a Christian. He starts as he 
hears a gentle voice behind him. 

‘« Brother, is it all right between you and the Lord ?”’ 

The little colored man looked up and saw a sweet 
face intense with earnestness, with eyes that had in 
them the fire of youth although the hair was tinged 
with gray. She sat beside him, and he exclaimed in 
surprise ; 

‘«Were you speaking tome? No one ever called 
me ‘brother’ before.’’ 

‘«Why, yes, I called you brother, and I want you 
to be a brother in Christ.’ fs 

‘>No, Iam not a Christian, and, to tell the truth, 
I’m afraid to go up there because I do not. think that 
I could hold out if I started to follow Jesus.’’ 

‘‘I have a little baby at home,’’ she answered, 
‘‘and he is just learning to walk. He falls and picks 
himself up again, and goes from chair to chair, fall- 
ing and getting up again. But when I take his hand, 
and we walk together, he does not stumble. It is 
just that way with us. Jesus will take your hand 
to-night, and if you just let him hold it he will keep 
you from falling.’’ . 

The black face lighted up. It was all clear. It 
was just the word that he needed, and side by side 
with his new friend, a cultured woman of one of Pitts- 
burgh’s best families, this new-born soul walked up 
the aisle and took the hand of Mr. Sunday, and of 
Jesus. 

Over and over, day after day, these marvelous 
tabernacle scenes were repeated ; but the stranger 
does not understand the things that take place in 





150 


these meetings until he learns what is going on out- 
side the tabernacle. The famous Sunday organiza- 
tion has been at work. One of Pittsburgh's business 
men, borrowing a favorite expression of Billy's, ex- 
pressed the opinion that Mr. Sunday's group of * ef- 
ficiency experts’’ had the experts of most business 
houses ‘‘ completely backed off the stage."’ 

For seven weeks before the campaign opened 
twelve hundred groups were meeting for prayer twice 
a week throughout Pittsburgh and its suburbs. These 
were organized under the direction of Mr. Gill, who, 
with Mr. Speice, the architect who planned for the 
building of the tabernacle, go in advance to each 
place where a campaign is to be held, and prepare 
the way for the rest of the party. The groups con- 
tinued in prayer during the eight weeks of the revival, 
and, with the conclusion of the campaign, hundreds 
of these prayer circles have turned into permanent 
weekly Bible study classes. The Bible study work, 
a big factor in all Billy Sunday's campaigns, is under 
the direction of Miss Grace Saxe, the Bible teaching 
expert of the party. 


Reaching Every Corner 

When the evangelistic party arrived in Pittsburgh, 
plans were immediately set into operation to reach 
every last man and woman and boy and girl in greater 
Pittsburgh. The city had already been divided into 
eight sections, and during each week of the campaign 
all the churches in one of these sections were to be 
closed in recognition of their united interest in the 
tabernacle meetings. But this plan was but a small 
part of the campaign for enlisting the population in 
the revival. The Rev. Mr. Peacock, the evangelist's 
assistant; Mr. Rodeheaver, the music director; and 
Mr. Sunday himself, have carried the message of the 
Cross day by day into practically every workshop and 
rolling-mill and factory in Pittsburgh. The same work 
has been done for the girls in shops and mills under 
the direction of Mrs. Asher. By meetings and per- 
sonal work organized by Miss Miller practically every 
business woman in the city—clerks, stenographers, 
and others—has been reached. Grade school chil- 
dren and high school boys and girls have met in 
churches after study hours, and there Dr. and Mrs. 
Jones have brought to them the message that they 
especially need. 

All of this work heads up in the tabernacle where 


the harvest is reaped. By the plan of special reserva- “ 


tion of seats for certain tabernacle meetings, these 
various classes are enabled to attend the tabernacle in 
a body. Scarcely an important group of men or 
women or boys and girls is there in Pittsburgh, unless 
it be the brewers and saloon-keepers, that have not 
sent delegations to these tabernacle meetings, whether 
it be an army of 7,000 men from one of the large 
mills, or a group of a dozen girls from one of the 
laundries. And special chartered trains have brought 
delegations of workmen from towns miles away from 
Pittsburgh. 

To register and classify the converts at the taber- 
nacle a force of four hundred secretaries was used. 
The cards which the converts signed, giving name 
and address and church preference, were distributed 
to the boxes in the ‘‘ post-office,’’ one of which is 
assigned to each pastor in the city. Often a pastor 
finds on a majority of cards names already upon his 
church roll, but perchance he will rejoice more over 
some of these than over a new soul that has come into 
the fold. The mixed chorus of 1,500 voices for the 
evening services, a male chorus of 1,000 for the spe- 
cial men’s meeting, another chorus of 500 for the 
afternoon meeting, are an important part of the taber- 
nacle forces, which include also the fifty policemen 
detailed for duty at each meeting, 500 ushers, and 
about 1,000 personal workers. 


“* The Trail of the Serpent” 

No survey of Billy Sunday's work, particularly 
of his Pittsburgh campaign, would be complete with- 
out a glimpse into the tabernacle when he preached 
to men alone,—eighteen thousand of them,—on the 
supreme question that faces American voters, and 
that calls for strong Christian men to enlist. Cn the 
Sunday of my visit to Pittsburgh twice over he gave 
his scorching deliverance, to men only, on ‘‘ The Trail 
of the Serpent,"’ one of his famous ‘‘ booze’’ sermons. 

When I listened to the scathing arraignment of the 
liquor traffic that poured out in fiery, burning words, in 
eloquent figures, and in human life stories, I began to 
understand why the liquor men of Allegheny County 

_used every device that brains and money could sug- 
gest-to keep this man and his revival out of Pitts- 
burgh. I began to see why the National 5rewers 
Association, as is credibly reported, appropriated 
$100,000 to fight Billy Sunday. As he stands and 
cries, not with his voice only, but with every atom of 
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his being, ‘‘I hate it! I hate it! I love to hate it !'’ 
these men before him are having a picture of the great 
destroyer that perhaps they have never had before, 
and we begin to see that we too ought to hate this 
thing with a perfect hatred. All the righteous indig- 
nation and the suffering and the agony that the hearts 
of mothers and sisters and wives throughout the land 
are paying as a tribute to the drink monster, seem 
to be focused on that platform and finding expression 
through this man. 

In the afternoon meeting, I sat directly in front of 
the preacher and watched his face; in the evening, 
I was seated behind him, and watched the faces of 
what seemed like an innumerable multitude of men 
all eagerly intent upon the flaming figure on the plat- 
form. Both times I saw the same emotions swaying 
the speaker and the hearers. As in all Billy Sunday's 
sermons, not many minutes would pass without some 
brilliant flash of humor that would bring an outburst 
from the crowd, but quickly the faces would grow 
sober as some bit of exquisite pathos would follow the 
humor, and this would be succeeded by tense deter- 
mined earnestness, as the terrible denunciation would 
be driven home by a challenge and defiance to the 
evil liquor forces and their allies, 

The climax of the clamant call to arm for a finish 
fight against this demon was reached when he drew a 
picture of the fight that two hundred men made to 
save the dykes of Holland and protect a town from 
destruction, It was the story of a great victory that 
the dyke master had won when he left his own pleas- 
ure and hurried to the dyke to lead his men in the 
great battle against the stormy sea. The fight against 
the sea was pictured as perhaps no other preacher has 
ever pictured it, and as Billy Sunday called on those 
thousands of men to back him in the fight against 
liquor, as the two hundred men had backed the dyke 
master in his fight to save the town in Holland, 
there was a scene that must have made the saloon 
men, if any of them were present, tremble at the 
vision of the sure destruction of America’s monster 
evil. The saloon men must have seen, as others that 
were there saw, that this was not a triumph of oratory, 
but the triumph of a great passionate protest whose 
impelling force was nothing less than the power of the 
Lord Jesus Christ whom this man served, 


The Outreach of a Dynamo 

In answer to the call for men who were not lined 
up with Christ in this fight to come forward and con- 
fess His Name, 505 men came forward in the after- 
noon, and in the evening 821 responded. With the 
stars and stripes waving from the platform, both ser- 
vices closed with the singing of America, and the men 
who were present went away from the building realiz- 
ing that they had had part in a demonstration the like 
of which had never before been experienced. One of 
Pittsburgh's leading pastors, who led in the closing 
prayer, was right when he praised God for this great- 
est day in the history of. their city. That prominent 
political leader and Billy Sunday convert was right 
when he said that this evangelistic campaign meant 
the driving of the saloon from Allegheny County, and 
eventually from the state of Pennsylvania. 

Taken all by itself, the preaching of Billy Sunday 
is a remarkable achievement. But we shall have a 
short-sighted vision of this movement unless we see 
that the words of the preacher which bring such convic- 
tion are not the expression of one man, but of thou- 
sands of men, and of many forces. Billy Sunday is 
the dynamo that has gathered together the power 
flowing in from many sources, He focuses this power 
and gives it expression, and the spiritual forces that 
are let loose in the tabernacle are then carried to every 
corner of the city, and to the ends of the earth, to do 
their work. A great dynamo takes the energy that is 
generated by the huge boilers or by the water-power 
of Niagara and turns it into electric energy. This 
new force is passed on to the motor, and again con- 
verted into mechanical energy, which starts the ma- 
chinery in the factories or runs the trolley-cars, What 
is it that turns the wheels and lights the streets? Oh, 
the coal, the men who mine it, the boilers and the 
men who run them, the dynamos and the motors and 
the power-house workers, But there is something 
else, —‘‘ electricity." And when we have named it 
and told what it does we can go no farther. So after 
we have examined the methods of this unparalleled 
movement in Pittsburgh, have inquired into the per- 
sonal power of Billy Sunday, have measured the 
prayer forces that began and have carried on and 
will follow the campaign, there will still remain a 
supernatural element that alone has made the achieve- 
ment possible. In Mr. Sunday's own words, it is 
‘¢ from God.'’ And it is marvelous in our eyes. 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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Can They Understand Easter 
(Continued from page 148) ° 
Before Easter it is well to keep them in the background 
as much as possible, as thoughts of them will not 
mingte well with the impressions which the teacher, 
in her development of the Easter story, should aim to 
leave on the child's mind. : : 

Resulis Desivred—The Easter story of the Bible 
affords one of the teacher's choicest opportunities for 
fulfilling the real mission of story-telling,—to give 
joy to the child. The climax of the story—/ife— 
should ‘swing open the gates of heaven, and leave 
the child with a vision of angels, the heavenly home, 
and a living Saviour, The Easter season should be 
one of the strong factors in the religious development 
of the child.—MMrs, Bertram B, Collyer, Madison, 
Wis. ; 

< 


A New Form of Birthday Letter 


HAVE been using, with good success, a new form 
of birthday letter, It is made from a_pili-box 
and a long strip of paper three-quarters of an 

inch wide, called ‘‘ticker’’ tape. The pill-boxes I 
buy by the dozen at a drugstore, and the ticker 
tape I get from a broker friend, who has a stock 
ticker in his office. The boxes are two and a half 
inches in diameter and a trifle over three-quarters of 
an inch deep, I take about two yards of this paper 
and on it write the letter, calling it ‘‘a long letter.'’ 
To make it a little more attractive I paint a line of 
red hearts or colored squares, making enough so that 
one letter and figure of the date and address can be 
written on each. At intervals in the letter I insert a 
Bible verse. If the letter is going to a boy or girl 
with a brother who is a wireless operator, as so 
many boys are now, I put in a few words in the Morse 
alphabet. ' I also paint at some point a birthday cake 
with the right number of candles, 

I roll this long piece of ticker tape into a little cyl- 
inder, cut a small slit in the side of the box, put the 
roll in the box, put on the cover, and leave about an 
inch-of the end of the tape sticking out of the slit, 
In order to avoid trouble I write on the projecting 
end, ‘‘ Don’t pull this out until you get home.’’ The 
cover is fastened on by pasting a piece of the tape 
around the outside, and covering all except the slit. 
On this outside piece I write a verse,—for example, 
‘‘Fhou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart.’’ , 

There is a. little space inside the rolled-up tape, 
and in this I put some tiny candies, After the tape 
is pulled out and the letter read, the rattle of the can- 
dies causes the child to open the box, and thus the 
letter can be put back if the child wishes ; but it can- 
not be returned to the box until the box is opened. 

This box can go by mail if the child is absent, The 
address can be written on the outside and a two-cent 
stamp Carries it— William D. Murray, New York 
City. 

% 


Stopping a Leak 


NE common leak in many Sunday-schools is in 
the wasting of supplies, This not infrequently 
happens because the orders for the Sunday- 

school lesson-helps and reading-matter are duplicated 
from quarter to quarter, and not properly gauged to 
meet the probable needs. 

In many Sunday-schools the collections are used in 
whole or in part to pay for quarterlies, teachers’ helps, 
and story papers, and during the summer months the 
collections fall off with the attendance, and the school 
with difficulty meets its current expenses, 

If orders are duplicated for the entire membership 
of the school, and only part of the school is in regular 
attendance, there are quantities of unused supplies, 
which too often are allowed to accumulate without 
doing any good to any one. 

These have to be paid for ; and when fall comes 
and the school finds itself in debt somebody is likely 
to urge that the story papers, or some of them, be 
dropped, as the finances do not warrant their continu- 
ance. And so there is an unnecessary sacrifice which 
might have been avoided by a fair amount of intelli- 
gent foresight. 

The secretary's book, giving the average attendance 
for several years preceding during a given period of 
each year, should give a basis for a fair estimate of 
the probable attendance. This will give an idea as to 
when supplies should be decreased and increased, so 
that there will be no unnecessary waste, and the avail- 
able moneys may he expended so as to do thé greatest 
amount of good to the greatest number of people. — 
Emma Gary Wallace, Auburn, N. Y. 
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A Fivefold Famise ‘ia the Moslem World | 


What Mohammedan hearts are 
hungry for the world around 





by Professor Harlan P. Beach, D.D., F.R.G.S. 


Seen from the “ Missionary Watch Tower,” | 





SLAM'S Challenge to American Sunday-schools,"’ 
which appeared in The Sunday School Times 
of January 31, cannot have failed to kindle the 

flame of interest in many a Christian heart for our 
neglected Moslem brothers, and. especially for our 
foredoomed, pathetically needy Mohammedan sisters. 
Here are a few bits of tuel gathered from a.variety of 
lands which may add to the newly lighted fire : 


The Suffering Bodies 


HE appeal of physical neglect and suffering arises 
like a clamant groan from millions of Moslem 
homes. From the beautiful Vale of Kashmir 

comes this word ; 

«* The clay from the tombs of the saints is a uni- 
versal panacea in the belief of Kashmiris. It is 
smeared on the affected part. In former years we 
frequently found even our in-patients thus anointed. 
Our carefully applied antiseptic dressings would be 
loosened in order that a dirty hand with graveyard 
mud might be inserted near the wound."’ 

From Arabia, which has rightfully been called the 
birthplace of the ‘* Medical Faculty,’' I quote this 
testimony : 

‘Among the evils traceable to, or directly fostered 
by, Mohammedanism at a: present day I would 
mention the following : Lack of surgical skill, 
caused by aantaniieeodan with the human_ body, 
2. Dislike to allowing properly qualified medical men 
to see Moslem women when they are ill. 3. The 
wearing of the veil [a Moslem requirement applying 
to their women] is accountable for a large number of 
deaths from phthisis, . I venture to assert that 
thirty percent of the diseases one sees during a morh- 
ing’s work are traceable, directly or indirectly, to 
conditions fostered by the fatalistic creed of the 
per ple." 

In Egypt, lepers have placed’ deeply within the flesh. 


a grain of corn held in place by a piece of tin bound’ 


tightly over it until infection and suppuration follow, 
the more the better. In Mohammedan sections of 
Nigeria ‘‘Iunacy, acute meningitis, temporary insan- 
ity, are all dealt with as devil possession, and often 
the torments of the poor invalids are severe.’ 

As for sanitary and hygienic measures, an old story, 
revived recently by The Nearer East, sets the situa- 
tion before us. Replying to printed forms of the 
French Government, Damascas officials had this to 
say 

Q. ‘* What is the average annual rate of mortality 
in your city ?’’ 

A, ‘* Herein Damascus every one dies according to 
the will of Allah—some old, somé young, as he ap- 
points,’’ 

Q. ‘* What regulations exist in regard to your water 
supply ?’’ 

A. ‘*As long as the memory of man runneth back- 
ward, no man, or woman, or child hath died in Da- 
mascus from want of water.’’ 


Moslem Women’s Sore Need 


ONSTANCE WILLIAMS, in her recently pub- 
lished volume, ‘‘A Land of Promise,’’ concen- 
trates part of the sadness of their lot in this 

paragraph: ‘*‘The Mohammedan woman's soul is 
hard and yet hungry; despairing in its loneliness, yet 
longing for love. Every insight into her real life is 
the unveiling of a fresh tragedy, and almost without 
exception the tragedy centers about the. scandalous 
marriage relations instituted by the religion of this 
degraded people.”’ 

Does she aspire to knowledge? Except in favored 
sections, mainly where Christian institutions have 
been. the object lesson, her desire is nipped in the 
bud. Against her ambition a quotation from the 
hadith, said to be an authentic utterance of the 
prophet concerning females, is urged: ‘‘Do not let 
them frequent the roofs ; do not teach them the art of 
writing.” When Luqman, a Moslem sage, was pass- 
ing a school in which a girl was being taught, he 
asked : ‘‘ For whom is this sword being polished ?"’ 
implying that such a girl would be her husband's 
future ruin. Ibu Bassam was wont to say: ‘‘ The 
teacher must not instruct any woman or female‘slave 
in the art of writing, for thereby would accyue to 
them only an increase of depravity."" And a mod- 


ern proverb runs, ‘‘A woman who is taught to write 
is like a serpent which is given poison to drink."’ 
When Christianity comes to so bigoted a land as 
Persia, is it any wonder that the last report of the 
Presbyterian Board's high school at Teheran shows an 
enrolment of 142 Moslem maidens among its 318 
students? Or that in the same city the sewing-school 
for wealthy young women who are too circumscribed 
to master books is largely made up of princesses and 
girls of prominent families who are quite as much in- 
terested in what their missionary teacher reads and 
sings as in their knitting, crocheting, and sewing? 


The Starving Minds 


HEN one reads that in ten American mission 
colleges in Turkey, the citadel of Islam, there 
‘are among the 3,796 students 412 Moslems, 
about one-ninth of the total attendance, what does 
that indicate? That the thirst for education is so 
great that students will run the risk of being con- 
verted and persecuted, or at least ostracized, rather 
than be taught such primitive and useless knowledge 
as is imparted in the Levant’s most famous univer- 
sity, the Al Azhar of Cairo, If in our higher educa- 
tional institutions instruction were confined solely to 
the Old Testament and the ancient traditions such as 
one finds in the Talmud, with no mention of modern 
science or history or philosophy, that would suggest 
the barrenness of the highest Moslem education. For 
teachers of the lower schools, the proverbs quoted by 
Professor Goldziher are sufficiently true throughout the 
Moslem world; ‘‘Seek no advice from teachers, 
shepherds, or those who sit much among women, for 
God has deprived them of reason and withheld his 
blessing from their trade,’’ and this. phrase; ‘‘Stu- 
pider than a school-master."’ 

The traditions contain scathing descriptions of them 
from the lips of the Prophet himself : ‘‘ The teachers 
of our children are the vilest among you."’ ‘* What 
thinkest thou of teachers ?’’ asked Abu Huraira of the 
prophet, who replied: ‘' Their dirham is forbidden 
property, their livelihood is unjust gain, their speech 
hypocrisy,’’—an estimate not outlived during subse- 
quent centuries. In India, however, the Moslems are 
attempting to reform the old educational system, as they 








On the Missionary Firing Line 


In Constantinople, Mohammedanism’s political capital, 
a Young Men’s Christian Association, with eleven nation- 
alities in its membership, is in vigorous operation. 


In Nadia, a district of Bengal, India, there is a Christian 
community, at least 5,000 of whom are either converts or 
descendants of converts from the Mohammedan faith. 


In Konia, St. Paul’s Iconium, a Mohammedan religious 
teacher said exultantly that he had read the Bible through 
five times, and he advised other Moslems to buy the book 
for themselves, 


The American Bible Society’ s report of their work in 
Bible lands shows that during 1912 more than twice as 
many Scriptures were circulated among Mohammedans as 
in previous years. 


A missionary found in the province of Honan, China, a 
church of one hundred and ten members, without pastor 
or teacher, formed by men converted through their study 
of Scriptures given them when on pilgrimage. 


One in Eighty-four.—The Annual Report of the Mo- 
ravian missions states that in June last their European and 
American missionaries numbered 361. As the Moravian 
Church Almanac states that in Europe and America there 
are 30,221 Moravian communicants, it follows that one in 
every eighty-four of them is a missionary. The latest cen- 
sus report of Protestant communicants in the United States, 
that of 1906, states that there were 20,287,742 church- 
members. If all our Protestant churches were equally 
devoted, at that time we should have had 241,521 mission- 
from the United States alone. 


The Missionary an A. C. C.—Sir Gilbert Parker, 
M. P., long resident in Oceania, among whose islands he 
has extensively traveled, said recently : ‘* The missionary 
is the A, C. C.—the Agent of Civilization and Christianity. 
They say that civilization follows the flag. Yes; but in 
many, many quarters of the globe the first to plant the 
flag, the first to show by his own practise as well as pre- 
cept the principles of civilization, is the missionary. That 
is why I am a supporter of the ‘missionary and missionary 
societies, —from the material standpoint as well as from the 
higher and spiritual standpoint.’* 


——— 


are in Egypt and under the enlightened rule of 
France and Hollandr Thedarkness of Moslem minds 
surely demands the education which Christianity 
brings to them. 


The Book of Power 


‘ ee you say, ‘‘the Mohammedans have the 
Koran, which exalts one true God and niakes 
our Saviour a great prophet, and these are the 

great essentials of our religion."’ Certainly monothe- 
ism is severely taught therein, but God is exalted upon 
the throne of a despot, where he wields the sword of 
vengeance against infidels, while he stands in the re- 
lation of a sensuous, indulgent sovereign to his chosen 
Mohammed and his followers. 

‘« They believe,'’ Dr. Zwemer says, of our Saviour, 
‘«that Jesus was, by deception and substitution, saved 
from crucifixion and taken to heaven, and that he is 
now in one of the inferior stages of celestial bliss ; 
that he will come again at the last day, slay anti- 
Christ, kill all the swine, and remove the poll-tax 
from infidels. He will reign as a just King for forty- 
five years, marry and leave children, then die and be 
buried near Mohammed at Medina."’ 

Moslems desire the Book because it exhibits power 
in personal lives, Last year an Egyptian Christian 
offered the Scriptures to a number of young Moham- 
medans. One of them took a copy, threw it on the 
ground, struck the Christian, and said, ‘‘Go, you 
infidel.’ A few days later, when offering them to 
another group, to his surprise one of their number 
was the man who had struck him, who arose and said, 
‘« Be seated,'’ and added, ‘*I am sorry that I struck 
and insulted you ; I did so because I had heard that 
your Book taught you that if you were struck on one 
cheek, you were to turn the other also, and I wanted 
to see if you would act according to its teachings. I 
now want the book in which such teaching is given."’ 

How their women long for it is illustrated by a 
woman of Fez, in the land of Othello, She desired to 
carry home a Gospel, but having no money, she left 
her ring as surety. When she returned to pay for the 
book, she declined to take back the ring, saying that 
the Gospel had proved so precious to her that it was 
worth far more than its price. It was the casket con- 
taining the priceless Pearl. 


The Supreme Need 


HE following testimony from a Christian in Mo- 
rocco is a single example of what can be dupli- 
cated the Moslem world around. A crowd of 

villagers had said to him, ‘‘ You ought to become a 
Mobhammedan.”’ 

‘¢I am afraid,’’ he replied. 

‘« Why ?"’ 

‘* Because as a Moslem I should have no hope of 
salvation, for the Koran does not speak of any way 
by which sin’s punishment can be escaped, nor of 
any supernatural help by which we can lead a better 
life.’’ . 

‘*Stop! stop!’’ said another villager ; ‘‘do you 
mean to say that your religion does more for you than 
ours does for us ?’’ 

‘* Listen, my brothers. In this life we enjoy the 
presence and power of Jesus to help us; for he is a 
living Saviour. In the life to come we have the as- 
surance of being forever with the Lord, where there 
will be no more sin, or hunger, or pain, or death, 
Listen ! There is one God and one Mediator between 
God and man, the man Christ Jesus, who gave him- 
self a ransom for all. There is none other Name—’’ 

‘* Stop, be quiet ; that is out of your own book, and 
we all know that it is corrupted.’’ 

‘«What matters it if it be different from ours ?’’ a 
woman interjected ; ‘‘these are burning words, for 
they have lighted a fire of desire in my heart to know 
the truth of it all.’’ 


Pray, Christians ! 


O WE see the ‘desert’? How Islam is a 
wilderness of parched hearts, stony griefs, 
and blasted womanliness? But the ‘river’ 

—when it comes—will change that desert. Pray for 
those who make themselves channels to carry the re- 
freshing life of God."’ 


YALE UNIVERSITY. 


. 
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LESSON 12. 


MARCH 22. 
Luke 13 : 18-35. Commit verses 18, 19 


LESSONS BY THE WAY 


Golden Text: Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth 





The Lesson Pilot 
By James M. Stifler, D.D. 


Getting Started in Class 


1D you ever buy anything that was cheap, and 
then have the fun of seeing the value of it in- 
crease and increase and increase? ‘This is the 
way men grow wealthy and create values. They 
take some raw material, such as a lump of pig-iron, 
and expend labor on it and make it into needles, fine 
instruments, and watch-springs, and the lump of iron 
worth a few cents becomes worth scores, maybe hun- 
dreds of dollars. Letus imaginethisstory. A great 
manufacturing concern took a patent of an article that 
two of their own employes had devised, and they said 
to these young men: ‘This patent is valuable, this 
idea will prove a highly practical thing, and we be- 
lieve that you young fellows can make it go. We 
will back youin it. You will have to invest some of 
your own money, and you will have to work hard for 
five or ten years to get the thing developed, but it is 
certain to succeed with its own merits and our back- 
ing.” One young fellow said he was ready to make 
the venture, the other said he was not. The first 
made the venture, bought in all the stock that he 
could while it was at $50, and in ten years his stock 
was worth ten times what it cost him. Along comes 
the fellow who had been afraid to make the venture, 
and gays, ‘‘ I've changed my mind, and I'll take some 
of that stock at $50." And they refuse to let him 
have it. So with the man who refuses to make the 
venture of faith when the way is open and easy and 
he is eres | Souls are built up by constant faith and 
rayer and effort, and spiritual values are created 
y spiritual labors, the narrow door of personal effort. 
The Teacher's Preparation 
[The references, except as noted, are to lesson articles in the ‘limes.] 
There are so many varying teachings in tie lesson 
of this week that a teacher must watch lest he grow 
confused, There are at least five distinct figures 
that Jesus uses, all referring to some feature of the 
spiritual life. Not one of, these lessons but is im- 
portant, yet the teacher may find it advisable to give 
more attention to one than to another, according to 
the nature of the class and the direction that the 
awakened interest seems to take. 
The lesson might be grouped thus: 
1. Jesus’ teaching of the development of his Kingdom. 
2, ‘Jesus’ answer to the question, ‘‘ Are they few that be 
saved?’’ 
3. Jésus’ lament for the fate of Jerusalem, 





Possibly the second division will awaken more keen 
interest than the other two. 

‘Teaching on the subject of the effect of sin is not 
so clear as it used to be, yet the words of the New 
Testament read just as they always have, and spirit- 
ual laws have not altered at all. The lesson writers 
are clear as may be on this point, especially Dr. 
Thomas’ Wednesday and Thursday studies. Mr. 
Ridgway’s illustrations are nearly all on this point, 
and a good deal of Mr. Gordon's column, 


The Class in Session 


There can be little doubt that Jesus used the same 
_ illustrations and the same teachings in many different 
laces, It is hard to see how this could be avoided. 
Ve find the two parables with which the lesson opens 
in Matthew 13, but Dr. Thomas (Monday study) 
thinks that we have them here repeated for this spe- 
cial occasion. The occasion seems simply this: Jesus 
was in the synagogue where he had stirred up much 
excitement by his healing of the infirm woman, and 
while the ruler and others were much incensed, the 
common people present were stirred to great enthu- 
siasm by the miracle and its subsequent teaching 
about the sabbath. ' 

Following his usual custom, Jesus took advantage 
of the situation to teach all that he could while they 
were in this open-minded state. He told them’first 
of all, as he generally did, something about the 
nature of the kingdom of God. Outwardly, it would 
be like a musta 
them to know that the extension of his kingdom 
would be great and rapid (Dr. Riddle, v. 19). 

The interpretation of the next parable, that of the 
leaven, is not so apparent. Dr. Riddle (v. 21) sees 
it in the transforming power of the spiritual forces of 
the kingdom of heaven. Dr. Thomas (Tuesda 
study) follows a great company of consecrated schol- 
ars who feel that Jesus would not use the illustration 
in one place to refer to evil (Matt. 16 : 6), and in -an- 
other to refer to' good. | Whether it refers to good or 
evil, this much is certain—that the method by which 
the kingdom of God affects humanity or is affected 


seed, he said. By this he meant - 


the will of my Father who is in heaven.—Matthew 7 : 21 


[The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is Luke 13 : 18-30.] 


'18 He said therefore, Unto what is the kingdom of God 
like ? and whereunto shall I liken it? 19 It is like unto a 
grain of mustard seed, which a man took, and cast into his own 
coe ; and it grew, and became a tree ; and the birds of the 

eaven lodged in the branches thereof. 

20 And again he said, Whereunto shall I liken the kingdom 
of God? at It is like unto leaven, which a woman took and 
hid in three ! measures of meal, till it was all leavened. 

22 And he went on his way through cities and villages, teach- 
ing, and journeying on unto Je em. 23 And one said unto 
him, Lord, are they few that are saved? And he said unio 
them, 24 Strive to enter in by the narrow door: for many, I 
say unto you, shall seek to enter in, and shall not be ? able. 
25 When once the master of the house is risen up, and hath 
shut to the door, and ye begin to stand without, and to knock 
at the door, arnt Lord, open to us; and he shall answer 
and say to you, I know you not whence ye are ; 26 then shall 
ye begin to say, We did eat and drink in thy presence, and 
thou didst teach in our streets ; 27 and he shall say, I tell you, 
I know not whence ye are ; depart from me, all ye workers of 
iniquity. 28 ‘There shall be the weeping and the gnashing of 
teeth, when ye shall see Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, and 
all the prophets, in the kingdom of God, and yourselves cast 
forth without, 29 And they shall come from the east and west, 
and from the north and south, and shall 5 sit down in the king- 
dom of God. And behold, there are last who shall be first, 
and there are first who shall be last. 

- See marginal note on Mt. 13. 33. 2 Or, able, when once %Gr. re- 
cline. 

The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons 


% 
Your Lesson Questions Answered 


(The references here given are usually to paragraphs by num- 
ber, of the various lesson-articles in this issue of the Times.) 

Verse 18.—To whom was Jesus speaking at this time? 
What was meant by ‘‘the kingdom of God’’? (Riddle; 
Class in Session, 1.) 

Verse 21.—What did Jesus mean by this comparison of 
the kingdom of God to leaven? (Riddle ; Thomas, Tues- 
day ; Class in Session, 3.) 

erse 22.—Through what cities and villages did Jesus 
probably pass? (Riddle.) 

Verse 23.—Just what did this inquirer mean by his ques- 
tion as to whether few would be ‘‘saved’’? (Riddle; 
Ridgway, .1; ‘Thomas, Wednesday; Class in Session, 4.) 

Verse 24.—To what place were, they enjoined to ‘ enter 
in,’? and what did Jesus mean by the ‘narrow door’’? 
Why would some be unable to enter in? (Riddle; Ridg- 
way, 2; Thomas, Wednesday. ) 

Verse 31.—Which Herod was this, and why did he want 
to kill Jesus? Why did these Pharisees warn Jesus? (Rid- 
dle ; Thomas, Friday; Class in Session, 5) 

Verse 32.—Why did Jesus refer to Herod as ‘that 
fox’’? Are Jesus’ references to ‘‘ to-day and to-morrow, 
and the third day”’ to be understood literally? What did 
he mean by being ‘‘perfected’’? (Riddle; ‘Thomas, 
Friday.) 

Verse 33.—What did Jesus mean when he said, ‘* It can- 
not be that a prophet perish out of Jerusalem ’’? (Riddle ; 
Thomas, Friday.) 

Verse 35.—In what sense was Jerusalem’s house left 
desolate? When were they to see Jesus and cajl him 
blessed? (Riddle; ‘Thomas, Saturday.) 








by evil is that of gradual personal influence. The 
writer believes that the difficulties presented by Dr. 
Riddle’s view are less than those of any other. 
On a similar occasion some one seems to have asked 
a question, as such questions are so often asked in.a 
Bible class, which in effect was what Jesus was often 
holding. ‘The question is naturally one that would 
come up in connection with these two parables about 
the future of the kingdom,—‘ Are they few that are 
saved?” Apparently, ‘final salvation” is meant 
(Dr, Riddle, v. 23). Teous auswers part of the ques- 
tion by teaching that some will be lost (Wednesday 
study). ‘The narrow door seems to mean the single 
method of attaining salvation by individual and per- 
sonal effort and overcoming difficulty (Dr. Riddle, 
v. 24; Mr. Ridgway, paragraph 2; Illustration Round- 
Table, a 5). Verses 25 and 27 give us Christ’s 
straightforw teaching that nominal Christianity is 
very different from real Christianity, and that in the 
kingdom of heaven the real only will be accepted 
(Dr. Riddle, v. 26). Neither intellectual knowledge 
nor personal service necessarily wins us entrance 
into the kingdom. Spiritual relationship to Christ 
alone can do this (Thutsday study; Mr. Gordon, 
paragraphs 9-11, and Mr. Ridgway, paragraph 3). 
We must try to imagine the intense antipathy of 
the Jew for the Gentile or we will miss the dotinx of 
esus’ plain declaration that the Gentiles would come 
into the kingdom (Dr. Riddle, vs. 29, 30; Mr. Ridg- 
way, paragraph 4). The concluding section of:the 
lesson is that which tells of Jesus’ re shy to a threat of 
Herod Antipas. Dr. Riddle thinks the Pharisee mes- 
Dr. 


sengers were sent by Herod himself (v. 31). 





Thomas shows other possible views (Friday study). 
Jesus gives utterance to what is said to be his only 
word of contempt, and declares that he will follow 
out his own plans, and concludes with the scathing 
irony (Friday study) that not-heathen like Herod, but 
Jerusalem herself, is the prophet’s real danger. And 
this fact about Jerusalem, that she was the murderer 
of Pat oem awakens a great sorrow in Jesus’ heart, 
and he breaks out into a lament over the city, whose 
reward shall be its desolation (Saturday study). 


A Lesson Summary 

Jesus would never answer questions about quanti- 
ties of time or of numbers of persons, but he was very 
explicit about qualities and facts. He would not say 
when he would return a second time, neither would 
he say that few or many would be saved. He did 
say that he would return, and he did say that some 
would not be saved. This is a section of Jesus’ 
teaching that is hurried over and obscured by far too 
many religious teachers, /¢is possible for a soul to 
be lost. The words damnation and punishment 
always convey a wrong signification. God is never 
rightly represented as visiting vengeance on the sin- 
ner. The ungodly soul simply reaps its own har- 
vest; it makes its own choices, and must abide by 
them. ‘The question admits of no argument. If we 
try to relieve the situation by saying that God puts 
some future compulsion on a soul to compel it to ac- 
cept him in some future state, then .souls are not 
really free. God's true attitude toward persist- 
ent rejection of him is pictured in Jesus’ pathetic 
lament over the city that has made itself desolate. 
He has done everything that he could do, and they 
** would not.” 


Questions for Class Use 

1. What is the difference between the teaching of the 
parable of the mustard-seed and that of the leaven ? 

2. What is the narrow door? 

3. What was the error of those who were shut out? 

4. What do you take the weeping and gnashing of teeth 
to represent ? 

§. Can you give an instance of the last being first or the 
first being last from Bible narrative ? 

6. What was Jesus’ attitude toward Herod ? 

7. What did Jesus mean when he said of Jerusalem that 
its house was left desolate ? 


Other Teaching Points 

It is very easy to make for ourselves all manner of sub- 
stitutes for real religion. Simply nothing can ever take the 
place of personal and individual allied effort, It is nar- 
row, but it makes men grow to be godlike. 

He was journeying on to Jerusalem all this time, 
and while living in the shadow himself, was making cheer 
and light for others. Self-pity is no part of Christlike life. 

Spiritual errors are just as fixed and unalterable as 
chemical mistakes. Jesus represents some men as sur- 
prised and astonished that they were not accepted. Self- 
deception is the most pitiable form of spiritual blindness, 

Knowledge about Christ may or may not be followed by 
acceptance of him. There is a great gulf between knowl- 
edge and. the will to live according to one’s knowledge. 

It is no part of a Christian’s program of life to. run away 
from danger that threatens because of his faith. . Adoniram 
Judson did not leave Burmah when it became dangerous, 
nor did he obey the East India Company’s commands to 
leave at once. 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 
(Review.) 
(For the teacher to give the class a week ahead, to quicken 
interest in the coming lesson.) 

Next week is a review, and this is the time to piece 
together the various separate sections of Jesus’ teach- 
ing. With the exception of the first lesson, all have 
been in Luke’s Gospel and in just four chapters of 
that Gospel. Each lesson has.a title, but it might be 
a profitable thing to see if one could not write a new 
title for each of the twelve lessons, Such an exercise 
would lead to a close examination of each lesson and 
refresh one’s mind about it. 

1. Why was Jesus so partial to children ? - 

2. Can you give a brief statement of Jesus’ teaching 
about prayer ? 

3. Can you tell what the hypocrisy is that Jesus was so 
much opposed to? 

4. What is the sin of covetousness ? 

5. See if you. can you discover in the lessons of the 
quarter 

A good investment of time. 

A ‘*knocker’’ who was all. right. 

A ‘clean sweep’’ that did no good, 
A party that was broken up. 

A rest-cure, 

A cure that made unrest. 


Evanston, Ix1: 














' LESSON FOR MARCH 22 (Luke 13 : 18-35) 


The Language that the Life Talks 
, By S. D. Gordon 


T IS not the outer form nor observance that is 
worth while, but the inner life. ‘The ruler’s rule 
that made a rule more than a human life drew 

out the stories of the silent mustard seed and the 
secret leaven. The gate-keeper of the Kingdom 
won't be concerned about the lips that can say relig- 
ious words, but about the life that is in touch with 
the Father's will. 

It is not he that ‘‘saith” merely, but he that 
**doeth the will.”. The life talks a language all its 
own, The outer cannot escape the contagion of the 
inner. Man's way is to doctor the outside. He 
seems to hope enough will seep in through the pores 
to help things inside, It is the easier, cheaper way. 
God's way is simpler, and yet immensely more difficult 
andradical. Hechanges things at the core; the out- 
side comes under the spell of that change. 
only satisfactory arrangement. 

rue greatness is modest, but does not know it. 
It is so intent on its task that it forgets itself. Power 
never does things to let you know it can, but to help 
some one, or to fulfil its appointed mission. The sun 
makes no noise, but it gives life to all life. The 
moon and stars light a whole race by night in modest 
stillness. The wheat never tells, as it grows, of the 
multitudes it will keep alive. The violet is content 


to be hidden under the dark green, but its fragrance © 


sweetens life for the passer-by. Power dresses in 
Quaker garb, and speaks in subdued tones, absorbed 
in its simple, holy task of changing life by its*mere 
presence, 


Man seems to grow noisier. His wonderful machin- 


ery has a deafening whirr ofttimes, God is quiet. 
So is the man who is under the simple spell of his 
touch. Jesus did not cry aloud nor lift up bis voice, 
nor cause it to be heard on the street of achievement; 
he was too intent on helping people. The mustard- 
seed is modestly small, but it gives shade and shelter 
to the grateful birds. The leaven works silently, but 
it changes the whole mass of dough. ‘The king- 


dom of God works modestly and silently and tremen- 
dously. So does the man under the holy touch of 
God's Spirit. 


How masterfully steady Jesus was! He went 
qui ‘‘on his way,” unhurriedly, unflurriedly, 

oing the moment’s work, and meeting its opportun- 
ity, teaching and talking, healing and helping. Yet 
it was the way on to Jerusalem, the place noted for 
hounding God’s messengers. to death ;.. on, to the 
shame and suffering whose shadow,is growing more 
inky black on his path as he goes on. 

And he knew it ; he felt it. His quietness was not 
stoic hardening of feeling. nor stolid indifference. 
It was the self-mastery of a man with a rarely ten- 


der heart, a keenly sensitive spirit, and with all:the © 


natural shrinking from pain of the true human heart, 
but.with a will held steady. by the great —— of 
his heart, and by constant touch with the Holy Spirit, 
whose power flowed freely in and through that rarely 
yielded will. 

Jesus had no time for speculative questions. He 
was too absorbed in the terrific need, and in the plan 
for meeting it. Real life is too intense, and has in 
it too much of the tragic, forthe man who has caught 
fire to spare any thought or time for mere discussion. 
The eyes that have been opeued to see the red tragic 
tinge in life, the ears that have caught the distresse 
ing ininor underchording of human life everywhere, 
can be taken up with nothing else than helping. 
Nothing else contents. Only the real,things count. 
The rest is brushed gently but determinedly aside. 

With his keen insight Jesus saw. His great heart 
felt to. the paining-point. What he saw and felt 
gripped him and drove him out in a resistless, con- 
tagious fire-passion to help people. And so it still 
will be wherever his Spirit is let in as a pervading 
atmosphere. 

Personal acquaintance with the Lord Jesus is the 
very heart of the true life ; no, not mere acquaint- 
ance, friendship,—friendship of the simple, real sort, 
where spirit touches spirit. This is the thing he 
hungers for ; this is the thing he gave and gives ; 
and this is the thing that counts most in final arrange- 
ments. Our Lord Jesus does not ask for service nor 
sacrifice nor gold. These are fairly easy to give. 
They are often given when the heart, the life, the 
continuous touch are withheld. 

Jesus doesn’t want things ; he wants us,—human 
hearts, tender love, personal touch, spirit friend- 
ship. When these are given, service, sacrifice, gold, 
are given too, Or, rather, they give themselves ; 
théy grow out of the other. They have an indefina- 
ble touch of resistless power, because of the love out 
of which they spring. The heaven gathering is a 
friendship venir this is the touchstone up there 
in his presence. e magnify things,—memorial 
chapels, supporting missions, liberal giving, names 
on boards, membership in vestry and session and 
official boards. He hungers for friendship. Things 
are blessed when they are the outcome of friendship. 

Jesus had the tenderest of hearts, yet he did not 
hesitate. to point out the terrible end at the end for 
those who insist on their own will as against God. 





It’s the — 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Or, if he did hesitate because of the awfulness of 
that ending, his love forced him to overcome the 


hesitancy. It was the very tenderness of his love 
that made him so faithful in warning men. It is a 
heard ex- 


very magn her re teaching: to-day, rarel 
cept on a harsh tongue ; butit’s true. ‘The difficulty 
is to keep the heart tender while the lips speak the 
hurting truth, 

‘*Even as a hen”—how homely and how heart- 
breaking ! The mother-heart of Jesus yearned over 
the nation whose hand was even then shaping the 
cross. 

So he yearns over us to-day. Yet he never passes 
over the door-sill of the human will except by request 
and consent, but waits eagerly outside. Let us 
swing the door clear back to the wall. ’ 


New York Cirty. ” “ 
< 


The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 
By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


HILE this lesson sheuld be placed after: the 
healing of the infirm woman on: the Sabbath, 
verse 22 e 
rusalem, probab 
arus. 
Time,--In January, A. D. 30. The period covered 
by the lesson was probably brief. 
Place.—In Perea, it is generally agreed. 


Light on Puzzling Passages s 
Verse 18.—He said therefore: ‘This seems to have 
been spoken to the multitude referred to in verse 17. 
But the two parables that follow are found in Mat- 
thew, at an earlier period, and one of them in Mark, 
at the same period. It is, however, quite probable 
that they were repeated on this occasion.— 7 he hing- 


ints to another journey toward Je- 
y that preceding the raising of Laz- 


dom of God: Here, as usual, the new rule, coming -. 


from God, which Christ was to establish on the earth. 

Verse 19.—A grain of mustard seed: Both Mat- 
thew and Mark notice its diminutiveness.—/nxZo his 
own gor éen : Peculiar to Luke.—Hecame a tree: 
The plant grows to a great size in Palestine. ‘lhe 
parable sets forth the rapid extension of Christianity. 

Verse 21.—Uunto leaven: While leaven is often. 
—— usually, a symbol of evil influence in the 

ible, it is very inappropriate to liken the kingdom 
of God to an evil influence. It is here held that the 
reference in this passage is to the permeating, trans- 
forming influence of Christianity,— 7’ree measures : 
The usual quantity for baking. 

Verse 22.— On his way: Thisis the second of three 
journeys toward’ Jerusalem mentioned by Luke (9 : 
51: 13: 22; 17: 11).—Cétties and villages: Probably 
all of them in Perea. 

Verse 23.—Are they few that are saved? The 
question probably was prompted by curiosity. 
‘* Saved” implies final salvation, as the context sug- 
gests. 

Verse 24.—Uunto them. The man is not directly 
answered, but all those present are addressed.— 
Strive :'A strong term.—Zxter in by the narrow 
door: 'The figure is that of a feast in a palace, which 
is entered, not by a grand portal, but a narrow door. 
‘*Gate” is taken froin Matthew 7 : 13.—Sha// not be 
able: The ** narrow door” implies difficulty, and this 
difficulty some have not overcome. 

Verse 25.—7he master of the house; Represent- 
ing our Lord himself.—Shut to the door; ‘The oppor- 
tunity isended. The attempt to enter is too late.— 
I know you not: The admitted guests belong to the 
family of the master of the house; these do: not. 

Verse 26.—We did eat and drink: This verse 
points to nominal Christians, . 

Verse 28.—The weeping and the guashing of 
teeth: A figure of great distress and rage, but not 
implying real repentance.—Adraham: ‘The salva- 
tion cf the patriarchs is set forth, and the rejection 
of many of their descendants. 

Verse 29.—From the east and west: A distinct 
prediction of the admission of Gentiles into the king- 
dom, both in this world and in the world to come. 

Verse 30.— There are last who shalé be first: The 
proverbial sayings of this verse occur in Matthew 19: 
30 and 20: 16, and are illustrated by the parable of 
the laborers in the vinevard. Here the reference is 
probably to the Gentiles becoming ‘‘ first,” but not 
exclusively to this. 

Verse 31.— Certain Pharisees : They seem to have 
been sent by Herod, for although usnally opposed to 
him, they would: be the best agents. in this matter.— 
Herod would fain-kill thee: This was Herod An- 
tipas, the murderer'of John the Baptist. Jesus was 
now in Perea, part of his dominions. It.is probable 
that the threat to kill Jesus was intended to drive 
him out of this region, Herod was hardly desirous 
of carrying out the threat. The Pharisees would 
prefer that Jesus withdrew to Judza, where he would 
be more in their power. 

Verse 32.——Say to that fox: This implies that 
Herod was scheming in sending the Pharisees.— 7o- 
day and to-morrow, andthe third @ay : Possibly 
this is to be taken literally, or it may mean a short 

riod. It is very probable: that the further stay in 

erea was brief.—/ am perfected: This peints, as 


-in ,» but he’s too good to hurt anybody b 


TS) 


the context suggests, to the future Passion. The 
ae rendering may refer to the close of our 
Lord's activity in Pereea. 

Verse 33.— shal a prophet perish out of Jerusa- 
em; This declaration points to his death, and hence 
indicates the sense of ‘‘am perfected.’’ John the 
Baptist had not perished in Jerusalem, but this ex- 
ception does not affect the truth of the general state- 
ment, 

Verse 34.—That killeth the prophets: The Old 
Testament is full of such instances.—Her own brood: 
Peculiar to Luke. 

Verse 35.—Left unio you desolate ; ‘‘ Desolate” 
is properly pup ied. The saying was fulfilled in the 
woes that be al the city.— Ye shad// say, Blessed: 
‘This cannot be referred to the triumphal entry in 
Passien week, but points to the Seeond Advent. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


Water and Fire.— Are they few thal are saved? 
(v. 23.) Not all will be saved. Did all have their 
diseases cured ? As IJ take up this lesson the Titanic, 
the largest and most perfect steamship ever built, 
has gone down in a calm sea with about 1,600 souls. 
7 he only ones saved are those who got into the life- 
boats, some five hundred, mostly women, Million- 
aires and railroad presidents drowned with coal- 
heavers and emigrants. The fine folks in the gilded 
cabins joked over their wine and cards that Sunday 
night, saying, ** No one can be lost on this great and 

tiect boat.” Ihave heard the same said of this 

itanic world of ours sailing through the ocean of 
space. Mark this: Unless you can get into the life- 
boat you are lost in spite of real estate or mortgages 
or —_ (Rom. 5:12; 10 : 13). My companion, 
Ro , said, ‘‘ Have no use for churches. nd my 
God out of doors in land and sky.” ‘Then I quoted 
Scripture. ‘‘Oh, yes,” said he, ‘‘ of course I ave 

te.” 
Then I struck a match. ‘ Roberts, just stick your 
finger for a minute into a little of ‘nature’ and see 
what you get. Your god is ‘too good to hurt any- 
body by fire.’”’ 


** Society.”""—Sirive to enter in by the narrow 
door (v.24). .*‘ Those Ridgways and Hustons area 
narrow lot,” said the beautiful one at the bridge as 
she deftly dealt the cards through her jeweled fingers. 
To be sure we aré,” Or we would never get through 
that narrow door toward which we are making our 
way (Titus 2: 11-14). L gota pieee of furniture the 
other day from Philadelphia. ,. Before we could get it 
through the door and into the mansion a lot of cleats 
and pads had to be.carefully taken off out in the back 
yard. We ‘church folks” are all getting ready for 
that strait gate. Our- church life is taking things 
off. Gambling, drinking, lying, dishonesty, slander, 
anger, pride, unkindness, and a lot of other ugly 
cleats and burlaps have to be carefully knocked off. 
When Mrs. Bridgewhist, Miss Lightfantastic, or old 
Mr. Tipple, says you are ‘* narrow,” just thank the 
Lord the neighbors recognize you are all right for 
heaven, and will not have to squeeze in. Were you 
of the ‘‘broad”’ sort you would have to stay out. If 
you are blue-blooded and want to be in select com- 
pany you must train down Strait Street. 


Colorlessly ‘* Good.”’—/ know you not (v. 27, Auth. 
Ver.). Of course he doesn’t know you: How could 
he? .You do not work for him. ever called upon 
him. You are a good,everyday,doing-the-square-thing 
sort of a fellow (Matt. 19:20). ‘The successful boss 
knows all the men who are with him. That was Na- 
poleon’s strength with men. Christ knows al) the 
saints, but you good fellows he can never know. He 
didn’t come to bother with the righteous ! (Matt. 9: 
13.) Huck Finn went up tothe man at the door of 
the big tent at the circus, and said, ‘‘I’m the boy 
what carried water for the elephant.” The man 
reached for a stick, and wled, ‘* Git out o’ here, I 
don’t know yer.” We fellows just relied on the grass 
and hollered. Huck had been luggin’ water for the 
wrong man. This old world is full of Huck Finns 
working for a hired man and not for the Proprietor. 


In Heaven.—Ziey shall come from the east and 
west, and from the north and south (y. 29). The 
greasy Esquimaux from the north, the black Hotten- 
tot from the south, the red Indian from the west, the 
—— and sturdy Slavs from the east. All kinds and 
conditions will be there. Heaven will be no stupid, 
dull, neutral, gray, insipid, monotonous kind ofa 

lace. The variety of humans will be even more 
delightful than here. If you are an aristocrat and 
**exclusive,” I don’t see what you are going to do. 
There will be such a tremendous company of common 
folks in heaven (Luke 6 : 22 ; 1% 2:5) Andin the 
other place, too! (Rev. 22: 15.) When Jesus tells us 
to love our outlandish neighbors here he is only get- 
ting us ready for heavenly seciety. The in Al 
tion of dollars or lands or cattle does not e us 
any more desirable insects on this sphere. . One of 
the charms of heaven will be-its-surprises. ‘We will 


find God has his friends, high and lew, and frem far 
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and near, ‘Well, I declare, if this ssu’t | 
Shorty the bootblack.”” ‘ And if there | 
doesn’t go old Millyuns, the railroad builder ; 
is he here, too !”’ (Rev .§ : 9.) 


Beware !— 7Zhere are last who shall be 
firt, and there are first who shall be last 
(v. 30). As I intimated in the last para- 
graph part of the fun of heaven will be the 
surprises, Surprise is a keen pleasure much 
worked about Christmas time. Many things 
are to be reversed in the next world. ‘This 
belief holds modern civilization together. 
Something over a hundred years ago the 
French people were led to believe that re- 
ligion was a myth, and there would be no 
righting of wrongs or evening up of matters 
in another world, Proud heads rolled in the 
sawdust, even those of the king and the 
queen. Some men to-day in high places 
think it is smart to be irreligious, and to 
teach men so. God help the land should the 

eople come to believe death ends all. 

Vhen the proletariat comes to believe that 
Grinder, the money hog, will not get his 
from a just God in another world, and that 
brave little Mrs. ‘Thomas, with six children, 
on nine dollars a week. will not get hers, 
history will repeat itself. Yes, Mr, Irre- 
ligious, get the world to follow you, and 
blood will run like water once again (Prov. 
29: 18). 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 


“ 
The Illustration Round - Table 


LI. readers are invited to assist in the con- 
duct of this department. One dollar is 
offered for every anecdotal lesson illus- 

tration used, and two dollars for the best illus- 
tration each week. A circular explaining the 
acceptance of material, and the year's lesson 
calendar, will be sent for a two-cent siamp. 


**Your Swords.”— Not every one that 
saith unio me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into 
the kingdom of heaven: but he that doeth the 
will of my Father who ts in heaven (Golden 
Text), That must have been a sensational 
service when the chaplain of a British boys’ 
brigade, in closing an evening service, told 
the boys of one of Wellington’s victories in 
the Petiinsular war. The story is as follows : 
After the battle the French officers repaired 
to Wellington’s tent, and with characteristic 
Gallic extravagance declared to the duke that 
they were not ashamed to be beaten ‘‘ by 
the greatest general in Europe.”” Welling- 
ton heard them with the utmost composure, 
then said calmly and a little coldly, ‘* Gentle- 
men, your swords,’’ Instantly the French- 
men yielded their swords in token of surren- 
der, The chaplain, applying the story, said : 
**Young men, we have been singing the 
praises of Jesus Christ together, But he 
does not need just the homage of the lips ; 
he wants your swords—your stubborn wills, 
He has mine. Now I am going to stand at 
this exit to-night as the minister, the repre- 
sentative of Jesus Christ. You may leave 
by either end you like. If you come this 
way and take my hand, it must mean that 
you hand in your sword, When you have 
done that, you will go to the recreation tent 
at the other end of the camp, where some of 
the officers are waiting to help you.’’ One 
who was present says: ‘* There was a pause 
just for a few seconds, and then the move. 
More than half the camp, boys and officers, 
passed the chaplain’s way and shook hands.”’ 
That is sensationalism of the right sort.- - 
Annie M. Morton, Belleville, Ont. From 
Northwestern Christian Advocate, The prise 
Jor this week has been awarded to this twllus- 
tration. 


Religion in Our Fingers.— Not every one 
thatsatth unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into 
the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the | 
will of my Father who is in heaven (Golden | 
Text), ‘I suppose that John Atkins is one 
of your best weavers,’’ said a clergyman who 
was being shown by the foreman through a 
great mill, ‘*Not much he isn’t,”’ replied 
the foreman. ‘*The trouble with John is 
that he stands around talking about his seli- 

ion when he ought to be attending to his 
‘oom. He is a good enough fellow, and has 
the making of a fine weaver in him, but he 
has not yet learned that while he is in his 
weaving-shed his religion ought to come out 
of his fingers, and not out of his mouth.’” A 
great deal of religion must accompany a very 
litle talking. —Afs. W. Ht. Hipple, Hart- 
for’, Conn, From Record of Christian 
Work. 


Noah’s Carpenters.—Vo/ every one that 





soith unto. me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into 
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the kingdom of heaven; but hé that doeth 
the will of my Father who is in heaven 
(Golden Text). A lady who took part regu- 
larly in the activities of the church with 
which she was connected as Sunday-school 
teacher, choir-member, etc., was one day 
traveling in a train where she got into con- 
versation with an earnest Christian worker, 
and as they talked about these things the 
good man, realizing some lack in the lady’s 
character, suddenly put the question, ‘*Can 
you tell me what became of Noah’s carpen- 
ters?’’? ‘*No,’’ was her reply, ‘*I cannot 
say.’’ ‘*Well,’’ said her friend, ‘they 
helped to build the ark, and they were not 
saved in the ark.’’? All at once it dawned 
on her that this had been her position,— 
seeking to bring others to Christ while she 
herself’ had no experimental knowledge of 
him as Saviour. ‘This incident resulted in 
her conversion.— William Jagoe, Dunman- 
way, Ireland, From the Rev. W. L. Coade. 


¢ Through.—Sérive to enter in by 
the narrow door (v. 24). 


Tall was my camel and laden high, 
And small the gate as a needle's eye. 


The city within was very fair, 
And I and my camel would enter there. 


**You must lower your load,"’ the porter cried ; 
‘*You must throw away that bundle of pride."’ 


‘* Now,” said the porter, ‘‘ to make it less, 
Discard that bundle of selfishness."’ 


I obeyed, though with much ado, 
Yet still nor camel nor I got through. 


‘* Ah," said the porter, ‘‘ vour load must hold 
Some little package of trust-in-gold."’ 


The merest handful was all I had, 
Yet ‘‘ ‘lhrow it away,"’ the porter bade. 


Then lo, a marvel! the camel tall 
Shrank to-the size of the portal small. 


And all my riches, a vast estate, 
Easily passed through the narrow gate. 


—E£lisabeth B. Stansfield, Pasadena, Cal, 
From Amos R. Wells. 


The Farmer Who Found.—Sérive fo en- 
ter in by the narrow door (v. 24). A farmer 
lost a five-pound note in the barn, He was 
not a wealthy man, and the loss of'this note 
was a serious matter to him. He resolved 
to turn over every straw until he found it. 
After some days’ search he discovered’ the 
precious bank-note, and went home greatly 
rejoicing. A little later he was brought un- 
der deep conviction of sin, and said to his 
wife, ‘* 1 wish I could believe in the Saviour, 
but, alas! I cannot find him.”? She replied, 
*¢ If you look for him as you looked for that 
note in the barn, you will find him.’’ Act- 
ing upon that advice, he was soon rejoicing 
in the possession of Christ. We must s/rive 
to enter in by the narrow door.— 7he Rev. 

A. Clark, Greetland, Halifax, Eng. 
from The Christ Church Visitor. 

A World-Wide Christ.— 7%ey shall come 
Jrom the east and west, and from the 
north and south, and shall: sit down in the 
kingdom of God (v. 29). At the annual 
meeting of the Bible Society, Mr. Dan Craw- 
ford said: ‘* We have a Bantu proverb which 
says, ‘You can count the number of apples 
on a tree, but you cannot count the number 
of trees in one apple.’ I was working away 
at a difficult translation, and the Devil came 
to me and said, ‘ Drop it; it is not trans- 
latable.’ I thought a while, then went back 
to it, and my Bible opened at Daniel 7 : 14: 
* And there was given him... thatall... lan- 
guages should serve him.’ We have 440 
translations. That is not enough. I went on 
and succeeded,’’ Men of every language and 
tribe ‘* shall come from the east and west, 
and from the north and south, and shall sit 
down in the kingdom of God.’’— 7he Rev. 

A. Clark, Greetland, Halifax, Eng. 
from The Missionary Echo. 
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Oriental Lesson-Lights 
By George M. Mackie, D.D. 


Missionary to the Jews, and Minister 
of the Anglo-American Congregation 
in Beyrout 


TIS d&ke unto a grain of mustard seed 
(v. 19). A mustard seed, a pin’s head, 
and a grain of sand are constantly re- 

ferred to in Palestine when anything very 
minute has to be described. The wild mus- 
tard plants on the plain beside the Sea of 
Galilee come up to the top of the saddle as 
one rides through a thicket of them and 
scatters the birds resting and pecking among 





their branches. In the balanced form and 
rigidity of its branches the plant resembles a 
small tree. 

Leaven... hid... tillitwas all leavened 
(v.21). The leaven had to be allowed time 
and quiet for permeation, and then the mass 
of dough has to be vigorously turned over 
and over until it is all one uniform leaven, 

Ve did eat and drink in thy presence 
(v. 26). There is no suggestion here of an 
easy and indolent participation. To eat 
and drink with one means in the East a 
sacred bond of identified interest. It was 
their obligation toward him, and he had en- 
joyed the privilege of protection and tolera- 
tion in their streets from which, as a stranger, 
he might have been expelled. But to be 
right with him required a deeper identifica- 
tion. 

And yourselves cast forth without (v. 28). 
Such a statement must have sounded strange 
and offensive, because to those whom he 
addressed religion was a national name and 
a political bond of union. ‘The righteous- 
ness of patriarchs, prophets, and saints is 
still regarded as availing for those of their 
descendants who are deficient in that re- 
spect. The Christian equivalent of such re- 
jection is that of a church that has all the 
title-deeds of church government and saintly 
traditions, but fails to use its power for social 
purity, industrial righteousness, and mission- 
ary expansion, 

ALEXANDRIA, Ecypr, 


. 
Visiting the Lesson Scenes 


HE people to whom Jesus first gave the 
idea that the kingdom is represented by 
the yeast in the dough were, most of 

them, plain everyday men and women, who 
had either made bread or seen it made ever 
since they were children. No doubt there 
were among his hearers housewives who 
looked almost exactly like the women one 
finds cooking and sweeping, spinning and 
mending in Palestine villages in 1914. We 
may see for ourselves just such processes of 
bread-making as Jesus had been accustomed 
to see in the Nazareth home, if we use a stere- 
ograph lately made in another home only a 
few miles distant. de vit ae 

As.we look out through the stereoscope, 
we find ourselves in the courtyard of a little 
stone house. Bare ground is under our feet. 
High walls of stone rise before us. One very 
small window opening in the house-wall 
makes one think how dark the enclosed 
rooms must be; a lamp would surely be 
necessary if one were searching for a mislaid 
coin (Luke 15 : 8). To-day a woman, 
dressed in just such coarse garments as were 
worn here centuries ago, is kneeling on the 
ground before a big, shallow pan of bread- 
dough, shaping part of it into a thin cake 
ready for baking. The oven is just beyond 
her—a mass of clay with a hollow at its heart 
and a little opening in the top to let out 
smoke. A fire has been burning inside the 
oven. Now the coals have been swept out 
and dough is taking their place; the plan of 
the primitive apparatus is really quite like 
that of the ‘* brick oven’ of our great grand- 
mothers’ days. Two other women are look- 
ing on here; we seem to have interrupted 
some domestic conference, All have veils 
of cotton cloth, just such as Oriental women 
have worn for centuries. 

Women just like these prepared the meals 
to which our Lord was invited (Luke 14: t). 
Women just like these brought their little 
children for him to bless with his touch 
(Luke 18 : 15). It seems quite possible that 
Jesus may have chosen his homely simile of 
yeast and. bread-dough, at least in part, for 
the very purpose that the monotonous round 
of housework might every day bring its re- 
minder of his words. 

Use a stereograph entitled ‘* Bread-making 
in the court of a Syrian home.”’ 


The Underwood Travel System is, under this 
heading, applied as usual to the lesson of the 
week. ‘The use of the stereograph will be found 
a@ most practical help in making the lesson- 
places rveaé. Forty-eight places are to be visited 
in 1914. ‘The forty-eight stereographs cost 
$8.00, and, if all are ordered at one time, a 
cloth-bound, gold-lettered case is given free. 
Twelve places are visited and described during 
the first Serer cost of stereographs, $2.00. 
The four for March alone, 67 cents. Less than 
four inone order, 20 cents each, Stereoscopes, 
85 cents each. Postage or express is prepaid 
on all orders for stereographs or stereoscopes. 
Lantern slides of the same scenes can also be 
supplied. Plain slides, 50 cents each ; sepia- 
tinted, 55. cents; colored; $1.10. In orders for 
twenty-five or more at once prices are: plain 
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slides, 40 cents each ; sepia-tinted, 45 cents ; 
colored, $1.00. Address ‘The Sunday School 
Times Company, 10o3t Walnut Street, Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Lord 
and Master, we thank thee that thou dost im- 
jap upon us by thy life and thy words that it 

not so much by words as by life that we are 
to let thee know that we look up to thee as 
Lord. With each new day may we seek earn- 
estly thy will for each duty, whether new or old. 
May we not be willing to go forward until we 
know what thou wouldst have us do, In the 
midst of all our bi:-v hours may we move on 
in simple faith, looking to thee for guidance. 
Give us the true kingdom spirit of readiness 
and surrender, and the expectation of the fruits 
of faith. In Jesus’ name’we pray:” Amen. 


After the Lesson.— There are persons who 
travel in foreign lands who aré glad to pro- 
claim the fact that they are citizens of the 
land trom which they come, ‘What would 
we think of such persons who, having claimed 
their citizenship, should say that they cared 
nothing for the flag of their nation, or for its 
laws, and who never really entered into the 
spicit of the homeland enough to let anybody 
outside know that citizenship in that land 
meant something to them? It is not a bad 
thing at all to say where we belong, but 
Jesus taught that we ought to do a great deal 
more than this, Weought to act our loyalty. 
If we belong to him, it is not enough to say 
so, although that is a good thing todo. We 
must live out the life that marks the way of 
his will, for he is our Lord and Master, and 
others are going to have proof of this by the 
working out of his will by his kind of acts in 
our own lives. 

When Mr. Roosevelt was President of the 
United States he wrote in the record-book 
of a boys’ Sunday-school class these words 
from James I : 22, ‘* Be ye doers of the word, 
and not hearers only.’’ 

Let us add to this the Golden Text for to- 
day, if you will all tell me what it is. Let 
me put on the board these words to help us 
remember the lesson, and after we have 
looked at them for a moment in silence, I 
will ask our pastor to lead us in prayer: 





SayinG or Doine? 
WHICH IS TRUE OF ME? 











PHILADELPHIA, 
$4 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


‘* Go, labor on, spend and be spent.”’ 

** Jesus calls us, o'er the tumult.” 

‘* My hope is built on nothing less."’ 

‘*O God, mine inmost soul convert."* 

‘* Once more we come, God's word to hear,"’ 
‘* Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling."’ 

‘* So let our lips and lives express.”’ 

‘* Who is on the Lord's side ?"’ 


(References in parentheses are to the metrical 
Psalm book “‘ Bible Songs.”’) 
Psalm 87 : 1-7 (174: 1, 2). 
Psalm trot : 1-8 (202 : 1-4). 
Psalin 9 : 4-12 (14:1, 3, 9, 10). 
Psalm 32 : 1, 2; 5-8 (66:1, 3, 4). 
Psalm 72 : 1-19 (144 : 1-3; 5). 
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Three-Minute Nature Talks 
By Lee McCrae 


Fifty-two informal little nature talks will be 
dey in this column for the use of teachers of 
the younger children, or for parents on Sunday 
in the home. Designed to be used in the mid- 
die of the costing service in the Sunday- 
school, they should be given without introduc- 
tion, and followed possibly by a “song that 
fits,” or a word of prayer. The teacher need 
not follow closely the order of the talks, but 
should fit some to the weather or other local 
conditions, and omit, supplement, or adapt 
others. The talks may be simplified for still 
younger children, or elaborated for the Juniors. 


12. God’s Lanterns 


Ager Sunday we talked about what made 
summer-and winter.” Did you think 


about it during the week? Tell me 
what warms our earth, and why it gets colder 




















LESSON FOR MARCH 22 (Luke 13 : 18-35) 


and warmer.. Yes, the sun is like a red-hot 
ball of a stove, isn’t it? 

Can you think of anything else it does be- 
sides give heat? Light, the light we need 
and love! It is our lamp as well as our 
stove, and as God turns the ball of earth 
around the ball of sun, now we see it, and 
now it shines on the other side, and we have 
night, 

But it is not black, dark night,—so dark 
we cannot see anything, for that would be 


terrible, and God knew it would make us 


afraid. So he hung some beautiful lanterns in 
the sky,—glistening stars over the dark blue, 
and sometimes a moon that gives soft, silvery 
light, 

It does not hurt your eyes to look at it as 
it does to look at the sun, and you can easily 
shut them and go to sleep with it shining 
right into your room, ~ Yet this silvery light 
is enough for your father to find his way 
home if he has had to stay down-town. 
And even if the moon does not shine on us, 
the stars nearly always do, and because they 
are so many they make it light enough for us 
to find our way. 

Wasn’t it kind of God to fix it so that tired 
folks could sleep, and yet let it be light 
enough for travelers to find the road, for 
messengers to go after the doctor for sick 
peaaeny for shepherds to watch over their 
flocks by night? ; 

Do you know any song about stars? We 
must be thankful for little lights as well as 
big ones, 


Note: There are many beautiful star-son 
but in ‘‘ Carols"’ is one that especially fits this 
lesson. It is entitled, ‘‘ He Knoweth,"’ and be- 
gins: ‘* Do you know how many stars there are 
shining in the sky?” 


BIRMINGHAM, ALA. 
% 


For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON Teracuinc. — True helpers of 
Jesus belong to God’s kingdom. 

Before the Lesson —This is the first 

Sunday of Spring. Listen to God’s Word; 


** For, lo, the winter is past ;... 
The flowers appear on the earth ; 
‘The time of the singing of birds is come."’ 
(Song of Solomon 2 : 11 4., 12.) 


Have you been watching for spring flowers 
and birds? What birds stayed in the cold 
country all winter? What did Jesus say 
about sparrows? Jesus loved birds, and 
often taught lessons about them. It was on 
the mountainside that he said, ‘‘ Look at 
the birds! They have no barns, yet God 
feedeth them. . . . Ye are of more value than 
the birds or many sparrows.”’ 

Jesus loved people more than anything 
else, because he wanted them to belong to 
his kingdom. He invited the children and 
said, **To such belong the kingdom”’ (re- 
peat Mark 10:-14). 

Lesson Story.—When Jesus and his disci- 
ples traveled between cities and villages; 
people crowded to hear him talk or to ask 


lem, Jesus taught many lessons by the way. 
Sometimes they passed whole fields of bright 
yellow mustard in bloom, Perhaps Jesus 
peter to it as he said, ‘* My kingdom is 
ike a grain of mustard-seed, very small at 
first, but when a man casts mustard-seeds 
into his garden, they grew so tall and strong 
that birds lodge in the branches or hide un- 
der their shadow.’’ Perhaps they saw birds 
flyings from the field of mustard as they 
passed, 

It is almost time for farmers to plow and 
plant their fields of grain, A handful might 
grow to be such a jot of grain that you could 
not carry it. One acorn can grow to make 
a big p Renal God’s kingdom grows like 
the seed. 

As they passed a little stone house I 
think they saw a woman making bread, or | 
perhaps she was carrying her loaves of | 
dough to the big village oven to bake them. 

What is bread made of? What makes it 
grow bigger in the pan? Did mother ever 
send you for a yeast-cake? How little it is, 
but it spreads and spreads until all the flour 
becomes nice and light, then it is ready to 
shape into loaves to be baked. 

In Jesus’ country yeast was called leaven. 
Jesus taught a lesson about it. He said: 
** My kingdom spreads like leaven or yeast, 
which a woman mixed in three measures of 
meal, until all of it was leavened.’’ Jesus 


seed, or to spread like the leaven, so he and 
his helpers went through the cities and vil- 
lages planting the words of God, which are 
like good seed. 

But bad seeds grow and spread, too. How 
quickly weeds grow, and how soon the bad 
spot spreads in an apple, orange, or sweet 

tato, until it is spoiled. That was why 
ete told his helpers to be watchful that 
nothing harmful should enter eye-gates, ear- 
gates, and mouth-gate to spoil their lives, 

On they traveled, until one day from a bill- 
top they saw Jerusalem, the great city, where 
crowds of le lived. pone wanted them 
for his kingdom, but he knew that many of 
them had let sin or wrong-doing grow and 
spread in their lives. As he thought about 
them and looked at the city, he said, **O 
foveentan. Jerusalem, how often would I 

ave gathered thy children together, even as 
a hen gathereth her brood [of little chickens 
under her wings, and ye would not’ 
mane The birds had taught another 
esson, 

But Jesus was thinking that day of other 
people in all parts of the world, for he said : 
‘*¢ They shall come from the east and west, 
from the north and south, and shall sit down 
in the kingdom of God.’’ Improve this op- 

rtunity to interest the children in the offer- 
ng for Easter, April 12, especially if it is to 
be devoted to foreign missions. Sing: 

“* There are many little children 
Who have never heard 
Of his love and tender kindness, 
And his Holy Word." 
(Carols, Leyda Pub. Co., Chicago, 25 cts.) 


Somebody must go to teach them. Our 
money wi!l help to send teachers who will go 
to the cities and villages, as Jesus and his 
helpers did. Jesus told who might belong to 
his kingdom: ‘‘ He that doeth the will of my 
Father.” 
Sing, ‘* World Children for Jesus’? (Car- 
ols), showing pictures of Japanese, Indian, 
Esquimaux, and African children, who live 
east, west, north, and south. Jesus wants 
them. Let us think about ‘them when we 
pray as Jesus taught, **‘ Thy kingdom come.’’ 
Hand-worr.—-Choose a picture or write 
the name of some one whom you want to 
belong to God’s kingdom. The older ones 
can copy, ‘* Thy kingdom come on earth,”’ 
At home remember to pray each day for 
these children, saying, *‘ Thy kingdom 
come,” 
CHICAGO. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Helen Gill Lovett 


* s. The Growth and Power of the Kingdom. 
2. The Subjects of the Kingdom. 
1) Who they are. 
2) Privileges of this Citizenship. 
(3) Who are Not Admitted. Why? 


HEN you studied about Germany, Hol- 
land,;Haly, or Japan, in school, what 
interested you mostethe extent of 


| the nation, the strength of the government, 
questions. As they traveled toward Jerusa- 


the buildings, or the people? Naturally, the 
inhabitants attract our attention, 

One day Jesus was teaching his class about 
a strange new kingdom, and he told them of 
its wonderful growth. At present it was 
known to very few, and unpopular, but it 
would grow to be the greatest of all king- 
doms, He illustrated this growth by what 
tiny seed? 

Then he explained the secret of the power 
in this kingdom. He recalled the leaven in 
bread. Develop the fact that leaven works 
silently, quickly, powerfully affecting what it 
touches, Show howthe Holy Spirit works in 
men’s hearts the same way. Give the verse, 
‘*Not by might, nor by power, but by my 
Spirit, saith Jehovah of hosts.’’ Contrast 
this with Mohammed’s sword of conquest. 

But the disciples were more interested in 
the inhabitants of this new kingdom, What 
question did one of them ask? Then Jesus 
gave some very important facts about his 
kingdom, Two are very wonderful ones and 
rone is a very sad truth, 

Explain the idea that the Jews were the 
only people to whom the gospel was preached. 
Explain how at first Gentiles were compelled 
to conform to certain Jewish rites and be- 
come, as it were, adopted Jews, before they 
were admitted to the church. Then let the 
girls find the verse which tells that all na- 
tions and peoples shall be included in Jesus’ 
salvation. Recall the mission work of the 





wanted his kingdom to grow like the good 


world as fulfftment of this and emphasize our 
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obligation to carry to all le the joyful 
naa Ga salvation is for — : 

I used to think, when a girl, that there 
were no people now as good as those men- 
tioned in the Bible, but Jesus said, ‘* Many 
shall sit down with Abraham and Isaac,’’ 
and so 1 know that others, perhaps in our 
own church, will be among those whom 
Christ delights to honor, How wonderful to 
think that we can share such privileges if we 
will. How beautiful to think we shall see 
and know Abraham and Isaac and others, 

Oftentimes thoughts of some one we love 
or something good awaiting us at home make 
us hurry home, and prevent our loitering on 
the way or going elsewhere. And_ this 
glimpse of Christ’s kingdom of heaven will 
have the same effect in our spiritual life, if 
we will but keep it in remembrance. 

But one of the very saddest things Jesus 
ever told us is found in verses 23-28. Have 
them read. The door is shut to some. 

Did you ever enter a train depot and see 
the gate closed as you approached for your 
train? All your persuasion is of no avail. 
But perhaps it was opened for a man in uni- 
form, Develop the idea that he was recog- 
nized as an employee and on business for 
the company. 

In or kingdom why is this entrance- 
door shut? Why were these persons not per- 
mitted to enter? What was their reason for 
believing they could enter? What reply is 
made to them? 

Would Fae recognize President Wilson? 
Why? ould he recognize you? Does he 
recognize every one who lives in Washing- 
ton? Do you think he would be likely to 
fail to recognize as his friend one who talked 
with him daily and worked constantly for 
love of him? There would not be a possibil- 
ity of any such person being excluded be- 
cause of Tack of recognition. Why then did 
the Master fail to recognize these applicants? 
Had they done no good deeds? hat was 
missing? Whose fault was it that the door 
was shut? 

When tourists visit strange countries, they 
sometimes take passports with them. Some 
countries refuse to admit strangers without 
one. What is our passport to Christ’s king- 
dom? How can we show Jesus that we be- 
lieve he is our everyday friend? Show the 
value of communion and service to prove our 
friendship. 


Home Work on Next Week’s Lesson 


Write what you have learned about the 
kingdom of heaven. What is our passport? 
Why is the door shut to some? 

Memorize Micah 6: 8. What did the 
Pharisees think Jehovah required of them? 

Did the laws of the Pharisees make them 
do justly? (Luke 10 : 25-37.) 

Did it make them love kindness? (Luke 
13: 10-173; 14: J-6.) 

Did it make them humble? (Mark 9 : 30- 
44; 10 : 13-36.) 

What did Jesus teach about service? 
Memorize Matthew 25 : 40. 

What did he teach about Sabbath-keeping ? 
Memorize Mark 2 : 27. 

What did he teach about shams? (Gal. 
6:7.) 

PHILADELPHIA, 


% 


Pucker’s “ Boy’s-Eye View’ 
By the Rev. William Q. Rogers 


UR teacher is a great hand to shoot a 
hard question at us the first thing, to 
wake us up and make us think. But 

he never goes off half-cocked. Last Sunday 
Bumps Brown and Bulldog Jones were sort 
of scuffling instead of paying attention, and 
teacher wouldn’t begin until they straight- 
ened up. Pretty soon they heard the still- 
ness, and looked around and saw us all 
watching. Then they looked ashamed, and 
settled down mighty quick. 

**Now we can begin,’’ said teacher. 
** What is a kingdom? ’”’ 

**It’s whatever’s got a king over it,’’ an- 
swered Bulldog. 

+‘ That’s a good answer,’’ agreed teacher, 
** but what do you mean by ‘ it’?”’ 

** Why, acountry,’’ said Bulldog. 

*¢ Yes,’’ said. teacher, ‘‘ but is it the land 
that is the kingdom ?”’ 

** No, sir, the government,” Bulldog ex- 
plained. 

** But what do you mean by the govern- 
ment? The constitution, laws, or what?’’ 

It must be the people,’’ ventured little 

( Continued on next page) 
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Pucker’s “ Boy’s-Eye View”’ 
( Continued from preceding page) 


Carl Gray when he saw that Bulldog was 
stuck, 

‘* That’s it,’’ declaredteacher, ‘* A king- 
dom consists of the people who ere subjects 
of a king ;.that is, who trust his protection 
and yield to his authority.’’ 

+ Now we’re ready for the first home study 
slip,’ he went on, ‘* What is the kingdom 
of God?’’ 

Do you see how he started in on this les- 
son? You might try something like it in 
your class, 

** Oh, I believe I see it now,’’ said Skinny 
Ross eagerly. ‘*That was my question, and 
at first I thought it meant heaven, or the 
church, but now I believe it means the peo- 
ple who acknowledge God as their king.’’ 

‘¢ That’s right so far as God’s kingdom on 
earth is concerned|,’’ answered teacher, 
‘*and that is what Jesus was mostly talking 
about in this lesson.’’ 

‘* Now, James,’’ he went on, ‘* how is 
this kingdom like a mustard seed?’”’ 

‘* Because it’s small at first and grows big, 
I guess,’’ said Skinny. 4a 

** [low small is a mustard seed ?”’ teacher 
wanted to know. ‘‘How many ever saw 
one?” When none of us held up our hands 
he pulled a little couenes out of his pocket, 
and showed us a handful of it that he got at 
the drug-store. It looked like radish seed, 
onlysmaller. You can get some at any drug- 
store for your class to look at. 

He told about a whole field that grew up 
to mustard near his house when he was a 
boy, and how the fellows used to make 
paths through it and play hide and seek, be- 
cause it was ’way higher than their heads. 
He says in Eastern lands it sometims grows 
fifteen feet high, and boys can climb up on 
the lower branches. 

Then he reviewed us on how the king- 
dom of God on earth was once just one fam- 
ily, later a nation; then, he talked about 
how it has grown until all lands are becom- 
ing Christian, and more people obey God 
now than ever before. 

**They’re coming from the east and the 
west, just as it says, to sit down in the king- 
do God,’’ he declared. | ‘‘ The kingdom 
surely tias grown. But right there’is a dan- 

er, The next question will. bring. it out, 
tow is the kingdom like leaven ?’’ 

Fred Keller, the minister’s son, had that 
slip. 

‘ Father says it is because it grows by in- 
ward life,’’ he answered. 

** That is it,’* nodded teacher. ‘* Leaven 
means yeast, you know, and yeast is a form 
of life that spreads through the dough.”’ 

-*Did they have yeast in Jesus’ time?’’ 
asked Bumps. 

‘*Sure they did,’’ replied teacher; ‘‘ not 
like our compressed yeast, but the same 
principle. Here’s the way they make bread 
in that country now, just as they did in 
Jesus’ day,’’ he added, taking out the stere- 
oscope and putting in a picture, 

It was two women sitting down on the 
ground by a bowl of dough, and another 
woman standing up watching them. One 
woman had some dough in her hands making 
a flat cake of it. 

**What’s that thing with a hole in it be- 
hind them?’ asked Skinny, 

‘*That’s the oven where she’s going to 
bake the bread,’’ answered teacher, ‘*She 
has raked out the fire, and has one cake 
already baking in there right on the hot bot- 
tom of the oven.’’ 

**Tt’s an old-fashioned fireless cooker, 
isn’t it?’’ grinned Bulldog. 

‘*Yes,’’? smiled teacher; ‘‘and you see 
how plain Jesus’ words about leaven would 
be to women like these. The kingdom is 
not-an outward organization, but an inward 
growth, like yeast, spreading from one to 
another, and changing each one who yiel4s 
to its influence, ”’ 

‘That picture helped us to understand it 
fine, and it will help your class, too, 

** What is the danger, then? asked Bert. 

‘* That people shall think they are in the 
kingdom when they haven’t really been 
touched by the power of God,’’ answered 
teacher, ‘*That was the trouble with the 
people in this lesson who were shut out. 
They hadn’t really accepted Christ, and so 
he did not know them as his friends. You 
see,’’ he went on, leaning forward as if he 
was dead in earnest, ‘it’s the subjecting 
ourselves that makes us subjects; putting 
away our own wills and yielding to God’s 
authority.”’ 


| thew 13 : 33. 
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Then the bell rang before we got to my 
question about the strait gate, but teacher 
said we had had enough to think about for 
a while any way, so we stopped. 

Next Sunday is review, and we each have 


_ Lessons by the Way . 
HE journeys from the north toward 
Jerusalem were noteworthy for much 
teaching, and this and the following 
lessons are important on this account. In 
chapter 13: 18-35 there are three sections 
loosely connected, and yet all happening at 
the same time. (a) Verses 18-21, two para- 
bles ; (4), Verses 22-30, the problem of the 
number of the saved; (c) Verses 31-35, the 
conversation about’ Herod, These topics 
should be studied in Stevens and Burton’s 
** Harmony,” Sections 97-99 (Scribner, $1) ; 
Riddle’s ‘* Harmony,’’ Sections 93, 94 (The 
Sunday School Times Co., 10 cents and 25 
cents); Croscup’s ‘* Historical Charts of the 
Life and Ministry of Christ,’’ Sections 108, 
109 (The Sunday School Times Co., $1) ; 
Stirling’s ‘* Atlas of the Life of Christ,’’ page 
21, Nos, 15, 16 (Revell, 40 cents); Voll- 
mer’s ** Modern Student’s Life of Christ ’’ 
(Revell, $1), pages 189, 191. 

; Daily Studies 


Monday.—Read verses. 18, 19. Compare 
Matthew 13 : 31, 32; Mark 4: 30-32. Luke 
clearly connects this parable with the pre- 
ceding incident, so that as it was also given 
with the others in Matthew 13 it is here re- 
peated for a special purpose. Perhaps the 
multitude (17) suggested this reference to 
the progress of the kingdom, or there may 
be, as Plummer suggests, an allusion back 
to verse 11, The main question is as to the 
point of the parable. Generally it is thought 
to refer to the smallness of the seed in com- 
parison with the greatness of the growth, 
‘The words, ‘* his own garden,’’ are peculiar 
to Luke, and obviously refer to Israel. But 
much. turns on the inquiry, as, to the meaning 
of **the birds of the heaven’’ (see Dan. 
4:12, 14; Ezek. 31:6; Rev. 18:2). In 
Matthew 13, in the first parable they refer to 
Satan and his angels taking away the seed, 
and consistency would suggest that they 
have the same meaning in the third parable 
(Matt. 13:32), which is also used here, If 
so, it will refer to the way in which the devil 
has endeavored to use the kingdom for his 
own ends, accepting its protection and 
patronage when he could not, as in the par- 
able of the sower, destroy its life. 

Tuesday.—Read verses 20,21. See Mat- 
Here again much depends on 
the meaning of leaven, By most writers the 
two parables are regarded’as teaching, re- 
spectively, extension and transformation con- 
nected with the kingdom ; the seed suggest- 
ing the external work of including all 
nations, the leaven the internal operation of 
transforming the whole of human life. But 
everywhere else leaven stands for evil influ- 
ence, and it is thought by many that it should 
have this interpretation here. If so, it will 
not ‘mean permeation with good but with 
evil, and if we press the words, ‘till it was 
all leavened,’’ there is no sign of anything 
approaching such universal permeation, as 
we look abroad to-day. If, therefore, the 
passage means that all human life is to be 
transformed by Christ it must point forward 
to some future when the progress of the 
Gospel will be far more effectual than at 
present. To me it seems more natural to 
think of this as indicating evil and referring 
to -the way in which sin. has affected and is 
affecting the kingdom of God invisibly, grad- 
ually and effectually, Some have tried to 
find a symbolical meaning in the ‘‘three’’ 
measures of meal, indicating either the three 
elements of man’s nature or the three great 
races of mankind, but it is better to regard 
this as a detail which is not to be pressed. 

Wednesday,—Read verses 22-24. Verse 
22 continves chapter 9:51, and marks an- 
other stage of the journey. Reference should 
‘be madc to the Preview in the issue of De- 
cember 20, 1913. The verse introduces the 
section up to 17:10. The question as to 
the fewness of the saved may have been 
asked because of the stringent conditions 





laid down: in 12:58, 59; 1323, or else be- 





to bring in on a piece of twelve words 

that will E suaee tte we have 

studied about, one from each lesson. I’m 

going to put ‘‘leaven’’ for this last one. 
West Trrre Haute, Inp, 


THE BIBLE STUDENTS CLASS 


Conducted by the Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas 





cause the followers of Christ were so few. 
Godet thinks that the enquiry was evoked by 
what Christ had said, which seemed to be 
opposed to the privileges of Israel. Was it 
due to curiosity? Or was it due to pity? 
Did it come from a disciple? The word 
‘*saved’’ means ‘*those who are being 
saved,’’ as in Acts 2:47; 1 Corinthians 1: 
18; 2Corinthians 2:15 (Greek), While no 
answer is given, our Lord replies to all 
present in such a way as to benefit ott ers, 
‘They are to strain every nerve because the 
door is narrow, like an entrance into a palace 
when men will not stoop to pass in. ‘lhe 
narrowness suggests attachment to a lowly 
Messiah (John 10:17). It is only for those 
who are thoroughly in earnest. Our Lord 
first uses the word ‘‘strive’’ and then 
**seek,’’ suggesting that many will seek 
without strivin The difference is between 
wishing and willing. The ‘‘ many’’ of verse 
24 is contrasted with the ‘‘ few’’ of verse 23. 
He does not say whether few or many will 
be saved, but he does say that many will be 
lost, and this, after all, is the majn point. 


Thursday.—Read verses 25-30. Authori- 


ties differ as to whether. there should or | J 


should not be a full-stop after ‘* able’’ (v. 
24).: The margin suggests that verse 25 
should be read with the former, teaching 
that many will not be able to enter because 
it is too late, the Master having shut the 
door. If so, the full-stop will be placed at 
** Whence ye are,’’ and a new sentence will 
begin with verse 26, The answer in verse 
25 suggests the necessity of a personal rela- 
tion tohim, ‘‘ Whence ye are ’’ means * of 
what family,’’ teaching that the mere natural 
descent is useless. Thereupon the people 
are depicted as reminding the Master of what 
they had done, but again he tells them that 
external relations are not enough, for they 
were still in the employ of unrighteousness 
(v. 27). Intellectual knowledge and even 
personal service do not warrant entrance 
into the kingdom. There must be spiritual 
relation to Christ and a character in harmony 
therewith. The future life is then described 
(v. 28) as marked by despair and rage at’the 
sight of others within the kingdom and them- 
selves outside. Not only so, but even Gen- 
tiles will be there, a point -which would be 
of added concern to the self-righteous Jews. 
Yet their prophets had anticipated this very 
fact (Isa. 45: 61,49:12; Mal. 1:11). The 
explanation is due to the wonderful reversals 
of position that God would make (v. 35). 
This principle was taught more than once 
(Matt. 19: 30, 20:16; Mark 10: 31). 
Friday.—Read verses 31-33. Was this a 
genuine message from Herod, or was it an 
invention of the Pharisees? To some it is 
surprising to see the Pharisees concerned for 
the safety of Christ, and it is suggested that 
the words were either a pretense or else the 


‘result of an understanding with Herod. We 


know there was a plot earlier (Mark 3 : 6). 
Clearly they did not consider him in danger 
from Herod, for his death would mean that 
their own end would thus be gained. Others 
think that Christ’s reply shows that they did 
not invent this announcement. Trench 
holds that it was a concoction of the Phari- 
sees, and that they themselves are included 
in our Lord’s answer. When he uses the 
words ‘‘that fox’’ it shows that he sees 
through the intrigue. This is said to be the 
only word of unmitigated contempt (as dis- 
tinct from rebuke or scorn) that Christ ever 
used, and it is more than justified by what is 
known of the character of Herod, The in- 
cident is parallel to Amos 7:10-17. The 
craftiness was in endeavoring to get rid of 
an opponent by threatening when he could 
not summon up courage to carryit out. But 
our Lord is not to be set aside. He tells 
them he will reach the goal (v. 32), and that 
though the time is short he will ene pur- 
sue his journey and no one shall force him 
to hurry. It is God’s will that for a definite 
time he should keep working. It is as 
though he said, “*I only have three days, 
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but I have them, and no one shall cut them 
short,’’ Then follows a solemn reply, tell- 
ing the Pharisees that they need not fear 
their prey shall escape, for as Jerusalem has 
a monopoly for killing the prophets this shall 
be maintained. ‘It cannot be’’ means ‘‘it 
is not suitable.’’ So, in scathing irony, he 
says that Herod would not be the murderer, 
and, although the Pharisees professed to be 
anxious for his safety, they were not to be 
alarmed, since he was in no danger. He 
was on his way to Jerusalem, and it would 
be there, at the hands of the Pharisees them- 
selves, that he would die. Mark the strik- 
ing contrast between the word ‘ code 
v. and ‘*‘ perish’’ (v. 33). e 
“4 pers as ne speaueiinoen of his life, 
though from their point of view it was to 
** perish,’’ 

Saturday.—Read verses 34, 35. The 
lament over Jerusalem was elicited by the 
thought of the former verse. That the 
Messiah should have to speak thus of the 
Holy City led to it. In Matthew 23 : 37 the 
lamentation is repeated, When Christ said 
‘* How often ’’ it is implied that there were 
other visits beyond those recorded in the 
Gospels, The picture of a hen with her 
brood is touching and beautiful (see Deut. 
32:11; Ruth 2:12), With solemnity our 
Lord tells the Pharisees what will happen to 

erusalem. ‘The text reads ‘‘desolate’’ in 
italics, but, if we omit it, it means that God 
no longer will protect it and they themselves 
alone must do it. They would not see him 
until a great future, when Israel should be 

enitent, This announcement of his return 
is the counterpart of his being perfected (v. 
32). The reference cannot be to Palm Sun- 
day, which would be wholly insufficient, nor 
can it refer to spiritual conversion of the 

ews. It points to that time when the ag 
shall see him and wail because of him (Rev. 
1:7). When he comes with his church to 
this earth once again, the-Jews as a nation 
will repent and accept him as their Messiah. 

Sunday.—Read through the whole passage 
and then observe how significantly the 
Golden Text is illustrated (Matt. 7:21). 
1. Entrance. into the kingdom is the great 
necessity, and it was in connection with the 
kingdom in various.,aspects that our Lord 
had been speaking. — 2.. It is not by what we 
say that we are enabled to enter.’ We see 
the necessity of something more than words 
in verses 24-27. Orthodoxy of intellect, 
pious expression and aspirations are all very 
well in their place, but by themselves they 
are not sufficient to guarantee a place in the 
kingdom, 3. Doing the will of the Father 
is the one and only requirement for member- 
ship. This is illustrated all through the 
lesson. The will of God is primarily related 
to our attitude to Jesus Christ (John 6: 29, 
39, 40). This involves a personal and prac- 
tical relationship to Christ as Saviour and 
Master. It is not enough to say ‘‘ Lord, 
Lord’’; we must make his Lordship a 
reality. Jesus Christ died and rose ‘that 
he might be Lord’’ (Rom. 14:9); and ‘if 
Jesus Christ is not Lord of all he isnot Lord 
at all,’’ 


Questions for Further Study 


1. What is the meaning of the Kingdom 
of God? Notice previous mentions: 6:20; 
7:28; 8:10; 9:2, 27, 60, 62; 10:9, 11; 
11:20. One ofthe best among many studies 
of the kingdom is by Dr. Orr in the large 
edition of the Hastings ‘‘ Dictionary of the 
Bible ’’ (Scribner’s, Sold only on subscrip- 
tion). 

2. Whatis the true interpretation of the 
two parables? For the view favored above 
see ‘*The Parables of the Kingdom,’’ by 
Dr. Campbell Morgan (Revell, $1), and 
*sA Study of the Parables,’’ by Miss A, R. 
Ilabershon (C, C. Cook, $1.50). The usual 
interpretation will be found in ‘The Par- 
ables of Our Saviour,’? by W. M. Taylor 
(Doran, 60 cents), and ‘‘ The, Parables of 
Our Lord,’? by Marcus Dods (Doran, 60 
cents). 

3. The problems of the future are often 
faced by sincere and earnest people. We 
shall be wise to give our attention solely to 
Scripture, neither more nor less, since the 
matier is obviously one for Divine revela- 
tion, not for human speculation. A thought- 
ful treatment of some of the difficulties will 
be found in the last chapter of Dr. Orr’s 
*¢Sin as a Problem of To-day’’ (Doran, 
$1.50). 

4. The references to our Lord’s death 
suggest Christ’s singular vision of the fact, 
the meaning, and the value. ‘*The Death 
of Christ,’”?’ by James Denney (Doran, 
$1.50), and ‘*The Cross in Christian Expe- 
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tience,”’ by W. M. Clow (Doran, 60 cents), 
will be found helpful. 

, 5. The subject of the warning from Herod 
is suggestivel treated in ‘‘Studies in the 
Gospels,’’ by Trench, page 251 (Macmillan). 
WycLirFE COLLEGE, TORONTO, 


Can You Answer These 
' Questions ? 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


The correct answers to these questions 
will be mailed to any reader upon re- 
ceipt of a postal-card request, 


: UITE recently the writer has had oc- 
casion to attempt to interest a class 
. of boys in the great stories of the Bible. 
In order to test their knowledge and to help 
them to become familiar with the books of 
the Bible and the use of a concordance, he 
prepared a list of twenty-five questions. These 
uestions are not catch-questions, or ques- 
tions taken from obscure passages and little- 
read books. All of them can be answered by 
any one who has devoted the same intelligent 
effort to his Bible that he would to a history, 
a novel or a text-book, ‘To the writer’s sur- 
prise, he has found that these questions have 
provided food for thought to a considerable 
roportion of adults as well as his class of boys. 
‘hey have been taken entirely from the Old 
Testament, and from the history of the great 
leaders and heroes there chronicled. By 
looking them up, the boys obtained a more 
intelligent idea of the stories as a whole than 
ever before. The list is as follows: 


I, 
2. 


What man threw stones at a king ? 

Who was the counselor who hanged 
himself when his advice was not fol- 
lowed? 

. What perfume meant the excommuni- 
cating of any one who made it for 
personal use ? 

. What was the origin of the word ‘* shib- 
boleth ’’? 

. Who rescued a king in battle from a 

iant ? 

. When did the bleating of sheep foretell 
the loss of a kingdom? 

: Who was the only woman judge over 
Israel ? ' 

. What hero saw fire come out of a rock 

as a sign of his leadership ? 

What great leader nearly lost his life 
because of his fondness for honey? 
What hero, when he was eighty-five 
years old, conquered three tribes of 
giants, and won a mountain for his 

inheritance ? 

What childless prince sought to be re- 
membered by a pillar ? 

Who said that a man would give all that 
he had for his life? 

What tyrant kept seventy mutilated 
kings under his table, and what hap- 
pened to him? 

Whose bones were carried forty years by 
a great nation? 

What fierce nation were driven out of 
their cities by hornets ? 

What prophet learned a great lesson 
from a worm? 

What was the name of David’s great 
grandmother? 

Who was the first musician ? 

What was it that made the morning stars 
sing together and the sons of God 
shout for joy? 

What giant king had an iron bedstead 
thirteen feet long and six feet wide ? 

What happened in the valley of bones? 

Who wrote of love, and where, that it 
cannot be quenched by many waters 
nor drowned by the floods, and that 
it is as strong as death? 

What young man lost his temper in an 
argument with four older friends ? 

. What great hero prayed God to blot him 
out of the book of life to atone for his 
people? 

What great family lost two of their num- 
ber by fire, but were not allowed to 
mourn their loss? 


% 


‘Ss Pucker’ has written a little book enti- 
tled *‘ Boy’ s- Eye Views of the Sunday-school.”’ 
He takes up various departments of the work, 
with shrewd comments as to the strong and 
weak points in Sunday-schools he has at- 
tended. You will find the book very su 
gestive in your work, It may be had for 
cents, postpaid, from The Sunday School 
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HE gerpengnen of starting what we 
really know we should do is a very 
dangerous and subtle habit. Moments 

of incentive come to us all, but immediate re- 

se and patient continuance do not always 
follow. Irregularity leads to abandonment, 
and usually this state is this natural result of 
lack of immediate decision, rather than pre- 


meditation. 


The immediate action is sometimes hin- 
dered by past inaction or thoughtlessness. 
For instance, it is almost impossible to rise 
promptly morning after morning, and all be 
on hand at the breakfast table, if regular and 
early retiring has not become the order of 
the evening. The day follows rather than 
precedes the night, in God’s order. ‘* The 
evening and the morning were the first day.”’ 

It takes courage and will to rise gprenas | 
and regularly, but it takes an equal amount 
of character to plan to retire early and carry 
it out. 

The right start in the morning insures a 
prompt, diligent, happy, and useful day. 
Tardiness and laziness in the morning usually 
destroy plan, pleasure, temper, and success, 
but the time to start the day aright is the 
night before. 


March 16 to 22 


Mon.—Luke 13: 18-35. Lessons by the Way. 

Many of the most beautiful and useful 
lessons are those which we learn through the 
incidental happenings of life. An _ artist 
catches a glimpse or vista as he travels, A 
word let fall by a mere chance arouses new 
hopes and worthy ambitions, Christ gave 
out gifts of tongue and deed by the way. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for neigh- 
boring nations; for Canada and Mexico, 
especially for .the latter just now, For 
Brasil, with her great river, her fertile 
plains, and her unfathomed forests; Chili, 
with her enterprise and advancement; Ar- 
gentine, with her commercial prospects and 
her artistit traits; Peru, Ecuador, and 
Bolivia, with their wealth of ‘ore and min- 
eral; that Christ may hold sway in these 
nations, 


Tues.— Dan, 2: 27-35. Thg Stone and the Image. 
‘The Kingdom of God shall fill the whole 
earth and shall overcome all other kingdoms, 
It is advancing now with silent, ever-growin 
force and power, and some day all men will 
see and feel that power. We should pray 
for the hastening of that Kingdom. ‘* Thy 
Kingdom come, thy will be done.”’ 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Ask God for a 
quiet, reverent spirit, for composure and 
calm control, Ask for freedom from anx- 
iety and wogry, from impatience and fret- 
fulness. Ask God to give the joy of his 
presence and the assurance of his leadership. 
Pray for contentment and evenness of tem- 
perament. Pray for poise and good judg- 
ment, for confidence and strength. 


Wed.—1 Cor. 9: 16-27. Striving and Running. 

‘*So run that ye may attain.’’ The at- 
tainment of success for the sake of success is 
really failure. Paul realized -that if he 
preached the real gospel with reality, the 
gospel would gain, but he would be unno- 
ticed. The moment his preacking empha- 
sized him instead of his message it was not 
vital. ‘*To me to live is Christ.’’ 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Aim to be very 
simple, direct, and natural in prayer. Re- 
cently a woman steeled against the truth was 
completely overcome and softened by a sen- 
tence referring to God's gift in not with- 
holding from our homes the noisy patter of 
little feet. Thank God for the human 
touches which are so constant and natural, 
and thank him for the blessing unnoticed 
because so constant and ordinary. 


Thurs.—Rev. 14 : 6-16. 
The Gospel Preached and Rejected. 

The pictures and emblems of the book of 
Revelation are rich, suggestive, and fasci- 
nating. Is it not strange that we do not read 
this book oftener, especially as God has 
promised his blessing to those who do, The 
angel of our Scripture to-day has an ‘*‘ Eter- 
nal Gospel’? to proclaim. He also refers at 
the close af this chapter to the ‘‘stedfast- 
ness of the saints.” 


( Continued on next page) 
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In the palace of the Emperor of 
Germany and the modest home of a 
country school-teacherin Kentucky 


-the ‘new edition of the Encyclo- 

pedia Britannica has found a 
-home and renders valuable daily 
service. 


Out of the 50,000 homes which it 
has entered, these two well typify the 
universal. usefulness of this book, 
which is different from all other books, 
and supersedes and displaces all pre- 
vious editions and “reprints.’’ Men 
and women all over the world and in 
every walk of life have bought it because they needed it. 


—" 
Emperor William Il of Germany 


Wherever the English language is read you will find the new 
edition of the Encyclopedia Britannica. It is the one universal 
source of information wherever Anglo-Saxon civilization has spread. 
It is international in its scope, its origin and its sale. 


But the most striking feature of the distribution of the present new 
edition is not the fact that it has been sold in every civilized country, 
but the fact that i# has appealed as a necessity to every class. Kings, 
emperors and millionaires have realized that their elaborate libraries 
were incomplete without it. Business and professional men have equally 
recognized its value to them. And thousands of men and women in.the 
humbler walks of life, to whom the expenditure of $5.00 a month was a 
serious matter, have denied: themselves other purchases and concen- 
trated their book money upon acquiring this work, which is one of the 
greatest educational forces ever devised. 


Why Does This Work Mean So Much to So Many? 


(x) It contains material not to be ind elsewhere, such as descriptions of the new discoveries 
in all the sciences ; new inventions and devices; new d dicine and surgery ; new light 
on ancient peoples ; in fact, all that is new, and new views of all that is old. 
(2) It is the most gomplete work of reference that the world has ever seen, The index of 500,000 
entries enables the reader to secure instantly an answer to any specific question. The 569 maps are 
also indexed, there being no less than 125,000 gazetteer entries. 


(3) Fhe new Britannica is more than an encyclopacdia ; it is equivalent toa library of 440 vol- 

umes of 100,000 words each, for its text consists jof more than 44,000, words. By means of the 
su mentary volume, “‘ Courses of Reading and Study,” the owner of Britannica has a choice of 66 
di mt reading courses, so that if he desires he can use the Britannica either for casual reading on 
such subjects as history, literature, questions of the day, etc., or for systematic study of any of the arts, 
sciences or industries or professions. ‘The. fifteen hundred specialists from twenty-one countries who 


co-operated to produce the present new work number among them the world’s greatest authorities, in- 
cluding eight winners of the Nobel prize. 


(4) The use of India (characterized by the Rev. Dr. Aked as “ an inspiration of genius’’) re- 

duces the weight and bulk by two-thirds. volume of 1,000 pages, printed on India paper, is only 
one inch thick. It is no exaggeration to say that where the reader turned once to the bulky volumes of 
previous editions, he will turn twenty times to the thin, handy volumes of the present edition. 


Closing of the Subscription Lists 


The sale at the present prices was closed in England on December 20, 
and the prices raised. The demand for the work in this country consequent 
upon the impending increase in price was such that it was necessary to pro- 
vide for the printing of another 5,000 copies. These cannot be ready for 
delivery until the month of May, at which time the sale will be closed and 
the price advanced $29 a set. 


Were you as rich as Mr. Rockefefer 
or so poor that $5.00 a month meant ac- 
tual sacrifices, you could not afford to be 
without it. To subscribers of all classes, 
from rulers to wage-earners, the Britan- 
nica has proved of practical daily value. 


A Wonderful Book 
Revealed by a Won- 


derful Prospectus — 
Sent Free by Mail Home of Subscriber Ne. 19.518, Schoo 


We want you to realize what the possession [°° "7 @ 32 2 222 ee eee 220228 
oft the new Encyclopedia Britannica will § S.S. Ti. 
mean “0 you in your business, or in your g Manager Encyclopeedia Britannica 

120 West 32nd St.; New York City 


home. Let us send you, free by mail. a 
large, . beautifully illustrated prospectus, Please send me free, by mail, a copy ef your large 
} illustrated prospectus. 














cher, 


which costs us 50 cents a copy to print and 
mail. . It will perhaps give you a mew idea 
as to why the men Og ne Oy Britannica is 
‘the most successful book of our time,’’ § 
and of practical daily use to every mem- § 


ber of the family. Dl iracioe penvunspaeonansounpeptanvenanpeatenaneieaess 
The Manager - 
i eat ere 
Encyclopaedia Britannica. 5 
ih soi esecatmietenscitienicanieanoaainaieniaaitiatibialdiabainesities 
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20,000 Ministers 


will receive a copy of next 
week’s issue of The Sunday 
School Times, which will be-a 
special MINISTERS’ Number 


How Does Billy Sunday Preach? 


Billy Sunday says that he knows no more about en nee an ele- 
phant does about crocheting, and that. he does not know the A B C’s of 
preaching. But many ministers have discovered that there are some 
things about preaching that they can learn from Mr, Sunday which the 
ordinary seminary course does not afford. Impressiens of‘the man and 
his preaching, received from a personal interview with the evangelist and 
a study of his great work in Pittsburgh, will be given in the Ministers’ 
Number by one of the editors of The Sunday School Times. 


A Famous Scotchman’s Word to You 


How shall a man fit himself to be God's minister, in the threefold 
service of the Outer Court, of the Holy Place, and of the Holy of Holies ? 
An answer will be given in an article by the Rev. Professor W. M. Clow, 
D.D., who out of a rich experience not only as pastor, but in training 
other men for the ministry, holds up a standard that is high and exact- 
ing, but which does not daunt God-chosen men. 


What Shall I Do With the Higher Criticism? 


Nearly every minister has to face this question, particularly when 
there are in his ee young men and women who are constantly meeting 
in school and college the critical views of the Scripture. Why the pastor 
ought to be familiar with this modern movement in all its subtle forms, 
oan how he can help his people to the right attitude toward the Word, 
will be discussed in the leading editorial of this number. 


Archeology, “the Minister’s Science ” 


Illustrations that go right to the mark are but a part of what a preacher 
can get from archeology. An aiticle by Professor Melvin Grove Kyle, 
editor of the department of Archeology and the Bible in The Sunday 
School ‘Times, will show what a paster ought to do with areheology, par- 
ticularly in his sermon work, \ 


The Minister “a Sunday-school Man” 


The head of one of America’s best known business houses, in givin 
a large contribution to a Christian college, specified that the money Should 
be used to train the students in Sunday-school work. Many of the semi- 
naries are seeing this same need in the training of prospective pastors. 
One of the foremost pastors in America, who has strong convictions upon 
a minister's relation to his own Sunday-school, has written an article in 
which he ‘ talks to himself” in a way that will help other ministers in the 
solving of their Sunday-school problem. 

















Most of the ministers who will receive a copy of this special 
number are not regular subscribers to The Sunday School Times. If 
you know a pastor who is not in the Times family, you may serve 
him greatly by calling his attention to this issue of the paper, which 
will suggest how The Sunday School Times at many points is seeking 
to put into its columns just what a minister needs for his service in 
his pulpit and in the world. 
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The Sunday School Times is published 
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PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Pray that a re- 
vival may come down into our churches and 


homes; that men may depend more upon 


God, and search his Word, and cry mightily 
unto him, A revival of prayer and the study, 
of the Bible would quickly bring the desired 
result, Our God ts able and willing if we 
wait before him. 


Fri,— 10 + 9-18. 
he Shepherd and the Sheep. 

It is a natural spiritual instinct to know 
and heed the voice of the Great Shepherd, 
He drives not, but leads his sheep. His 
voice means following, but therein it also 
means protection, peace, nourishment, and 
care. ‘* My sheep know my voice,’’ The 
longer the sheep follow and the closer they 
keep, the more they hear and heed. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for our hos- 


| pitals and infirmaries, our physicians and 


nurses, for all who care for the sick and 
aged and invalid, Pray thut remedies and 
cures may be discovered for fatal and ma- 
lignant diseases. Pray that the suffering 
and sick may recover and regain strength 
and health, 


Sat.—John 10 19-39. Divided Opinions, 
Divisions by no means should always be 

interpreted as manifestations of error or 

harm. Frequently they reveal strength and 
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Christian character. If one were always 
free from opposition and differing view, hie 
might well take for granted the existence of 
weakness or compromise. A strong purpose 
and compelling life means opposition, but 
construction as well. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for prisoners 
and prison-keepers, for wardens and super- 
intendents, for the boys who are serving 
their first sentences, for hardened criminals 
with little pe be Pray for the boys and girls 
in reform schools and houses of correction. 
Pray for those who have done wrong and 
who are continuing because they have not 
been detected, 


Sun.—Rom. 7 : 14-25. The Inward Conflict. 
The real photograph of our flesh-life is seen 
in this chapter, or perhaps more exactly the 
negative from which countless human photo- 
raphs are printed. Sin lurks within, and 
olds us its slave. If we would make it a 
practise to read over the seventh of Romans 
more often sin would diminish its hold upon 
us. This is one of the chapters we need 
constantly, 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for a sense 
of duty and service all through the dav. At 
times we feel near God, and in the Chris- 
tian frame of mind, but sin comes so deftly 
and subtly to us that before we know it 
temptation has gained momentum and power, 
Pray for immediate victory, for persistent 
care and watchfulness, for the prayer spirit 
and act all through the day. 





From Dr. J. R. Miller’s Personal oR 


_J 





Selections from fifty or more of the choicest of Dr. J. R. Miller's intimate 


letters on soul problems are being published inthe Times during 1914. Peo- 

ple from all over the world sought Dr. Miller’s help on questions about 

their life work, their religious doubts, thcir deep sorrows, problems of 

Christian service, of home difficulties, of marriage, and a thousand other 

personal concerns, Such a surprising range of life interests is covered in 

the letters to be published in these columns that a need of your own or that 
of a friend is likely to be met by Dr. Miller’s golden pen.” 


Near the Heart of Christ 


in peace, but he can do it. 


Our part is sim- 








AM glad to find that you are so happy in 
your spiritual life. Sometimes people 
who are ill get discouraged, arid the 

discouragement dims the brightness of their 
spiritual vision. As Tennyson puts it in one 
of his poems, the darkness gets into their 
heart and darkens their eyes. Many a per- 
son who is suffering from illness makes the 
suffering many times worse by permitting 
shadows to gather and obscure the face of 
God. Iam so glad, however, that in your 
case the joy is nut disturbed, your peace is 
not broken. You are living near the heart 
of Christ, and there you always have light 
about you. You remember that Jesus said 
once, ** He that followeth me shall not walk 
in darkness.’’ The reason he gave for this 
was that he himself is the Light of the world. 
Light streams from him, and all those who 
keep near to him find themselves in the light, 
however dark it may be a little way off 
around them. 

The peace of God is a wonderful blessing. 
Beginning with peace with God when we 
come to Christ and find forgiveness, the 
blessing deepens, until we are kept our- 
selves, folded up, as it were, in God’s own 
very peace. Few promises mean more than 
that one of Jesus in John 14: 27: “ Peace I 
leave with you ; my peace I give unto you.”’ 
It is his own peace that he bequeathed to his 
followers. We know what Christ’s peace 
was—he was never disturbed, All about 
him storms played. The waves of trouble 
dashed against him, But amid all the suf- 
ferings and buffetings his heart was ever at 
peace. Even on the cross, when he was 
dying, he did not lose his peace. It was 
still, ** My God, my God.’’ It is very sweet 
to think that we may have the very peace of 
Christ. Paul tells us also that the peace of 
God will guard our hearts and thoughts in 
Christ Jesus ; that is, when we refuse to be 
anxious about anything, and instead bring 
all the troubles and trials and sufferings to 
God in prayer. Those verses in the fourth 
chapter of the Epistle to the Philippians are 
very precious. I am sure you understand 
them and have learned to live by them. 

Then that old promise in Isaiah is won- 
derful: ‘*Thou wilt keep him in perfect 
peace whose mind is stayed on thee.”” The 





ply trust—the staying of our mind upon 
God. 

But I need not go over even these precious 
things, for I am sure you understand them, 
I merely write to remind you of them, that 
you may have fresh assurance of the eternal 
hiding-place in which you are nestling, your 
heart’s refuge in the eternal God, your life 
hid with Christ in God. 

Replying to your question as to how one 
can come to feel the personal friendship of 
Christ, I would say that we need to be 
careful not to depend too much upon feeling 
in the matter of our spiritual relations. 
Peter speaks of Christ as one whom, not 
having seen, we love, in whom though now 
we see him not, yet believing, we rejoice. 
There is a difference between friendship 
with a person whom we can see, whose 
touch we can feel, on whose arm we can 
lean, whose voice we can hear, and one who 
is invisible to us. Yet Christ is just as near 
to us as the closest human friend who stands 
by our side, into whose face we can look, 
from whose spoken words we receive warmth 
and inspiration. As to his human body, 
Christ is in heaven, but he says in his last 
promise to his disciples, **I am with you 
always.”’ 

For example, I"do not see Christ while I 
am writing this letter to you, but I know that 
he is nearer to me than the closest human 
friend could be. I know that he is right by 
me, that he sees me and knows my thoughts 
and feelings ; that he loves me and thinks 
about me, and cheers and inspires and en- 
courages me. So Christ has become to me 
the most real friend in all the world. I try 
to think of him continually and always to 
love him as I would love him if I saw him. 
I tell him my difficulties and questions and 
temptations, my needs, and talk with him 
about my friends, and those who come to 
me for help. Thus I try to live all my life 
with Christ in the closest companionship. 

Vet I have never seen him, never hear his 
voice, never feel his touch. If we believe in 
the existence of Christ and his presence with 
us, according to his promise, he will become 
as real to.us as he was to Martha and Mary, 
sitting at his feet and listening to his words, 
or to John as he lay upon his bosom at the 
supper table. Such relations with Christ 
cannot but establish between hint and us a 
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very real and personal friendship. We are 
sure that he is our friend, and believing in 
his love, and trusting and following him, 
living with him, will soon lead us to love 
him. There is a verse in the eleventh chap- 
ter of Hebrews which says about Moses tha: 
**he endured as see’ who is invisible.’’ 
Moses never saw with human eyes, but 
God was as real to Moses that it was as if 
he sawhim. The faith of Moses made God’s 
presence a constant reality to him. 

I am not certain that what I have said will 
help you directly, but I am sure that this is 
the way to get the blessing you want to get. 
You must believe what Christ says about his 
love and care for you, about his presence 
with you and his desire to help you. Your 
faith will thus make him a reality to you, 
then you and Christ will become such close 
and familiar friends that you will soon learn 
to walk with him, to live with him. 

Let me guard you against trying to have 
any vision of Christ, or against feeling in this 
matter. The craving for feeling in spiritual 
relations is harmful. Christ is not with us 
in human form. He said to Mary on that 
Easter Day, ‘‘Touch me not, for I am not 
yet ascended to my Father,’’ The old natu- 
ral relations were not restored. We need 
to guard against the same craving, for it 
never can be realized, but what is realized, 
the spiritual relation, is far higher and purer 
and more real, 





| Children at Home 





Grandpa’s Birthday Present 
: By Alice Lee Hall 


OSALIE tried bravely to eat her break- 
fast and. make believe that she was 
happy, but it was useless. A big tear 

got the better of her and splashed down on 
er plate. It was grandpa’s birthday, too, 
and so, eager had she been for it to come that 
she had counted the days for weeks and 
weeks. But now that it was here, she was 
just as miserable as a little girl could be,’ 
when she had expected to be so gay—and all 
‘because of Jack’s selfishness. 

**Perhaps you have been selfish, too,”’ 
whispered a little voice; but Rosalie would 
not listen to it. 

_ Uncle James and Aunt Elizabeth had come 
down from the city with cunning Baby Ruth 
who was just beginning to toddle. They 
would all go to grandpa’s farm in the big tour- 
ing car. All the other uncles and aunts and 
cousins would be there too. There would 
‘be a wonderful dinner, then some uncle 
would make a speech congratulating grand- 
pa, then they would all give him their presents. 

This time she and Jack had made up their 
minds to buy something very fine indeed, be- 
cause he was such a splendid grandpa, always 

_ feady to join in their games, and he told such 
capital stories without being teased. So Ro- 
salie had saved all her nickels for two whole 
months to help buy a pair of velvet slippers. 
Not once had she even bought a sack of pop- 
corn, for velvet is expensive, Once she had 
thought that she would have to borrow a lot 
from her missionary box, but Aunt Ella said: 
**Oh, I would not do that, Let me see! 
‘When I entertain my club I would like to 
have a little girl to open the door and to help 
me serve; I think that would be worth a 
quarter, And an industrious boy might make 

everal dimes digging the dandelions on my 
awn.”’ 

How hard they had both worked, until 
they had two big round dollars apiece! But 
when they went to buy the slippers, Jack in- 
sisted on getting a pair with a pug dog’s 
head on them, just a common dog’s head, 
when there was a pair with a perfectly beau- 
tiful bunch of pink roses on them, 

Jack said that it was such a splendid dog, 
just ready to growl, and that grandpa would 
not want a bunch of roses on his slippers like 
asissy. And when she had declared that she 
would not buy that horrid ugly dog’s head, 
Jack had called her a spoiled baby who al- 
ways wanted her own way, right before Mr, 
Brown. 

Finally the salesman had suggested that 
they take one of each and.let grandpa decide 
for himself. This they had done, although 
neither of them felt very happy over it. 

Rosalie had taken her slipper and run home 
by the back street; she was too angry to wish 
to meet any of her little friends, When Jack 





had asked her to take his, too, so that he! 
could go to the ball game, she walked right 

him with her chin in the air, and she 
would not even look at him. 

‘*Is my little girl sick this morning?’’ 
asked mamma, when she had pushed her 
pee away without touching her waffles. 

osalie only shook her head ; she was too 
uahappy even to smile back at mamma, 

But when she was dressed and all ready to 
start, she took a package out of her drawer 
and slipped out the side door. 

pa was just running the car out, and she 
knew very well that he would have to spend 
some time getting it ready. It was only three 
blocks to the shoe store, and if she ran all 
the way they would not miss her, 

Sure enough, when she got back, papa 
was vigorously pumping a tire. She slipped 
into her place and was soon having a romp 
with Baby Ruth, It was a very happy little 
girl, after all, that started for grandpa’s. The 
clouds of the early morning had all passed 


~~ . 

hen their turn should come to present 
their gift, they had planned to take grandpa’s 
shoes off and put the slippers on before let- 
ting him see them. So when Uncle Jack 
motioned for them to come forward, Rosalie 
quickly removed the left shoe and triumph- 
antly drew on a slipper of royal purple vel- 
vet on which was embroidered a perfectly 
splendid pug dog’s head in yellow and tan; 
while asap too proud to look at either Rosa- 
lie or her gift, awkwardly fitted on the other 
foot a blue slipper decorated with a lovely 
wreath of pink roses, 

Grandpa placed his feet on the fender, 
proudly, to exhibit his present. 

“Why, children !’’ exclaimed Aunt Eliza- 
beth, who always does every thing correctly, 
‘* What an odd combination! Why didn’t 
you get mates?”’ 

Grandpa eyed them curiously over the top 
of his glasses, then looked from one blushing 
face to the other, inquiringly. 

** You changed yours !’’ accused Jack. 

** You changed yours, too!’’ declared his 
sister, ‘*I thought perhaps grandpa might 
like a dog best, after all, as he was once a 
boy.”’ 

Then the whole story came out: their 
quarrel, the unhappy night, and how finally 
they had felt so ashamed that each one had 
slipped back to change the slipper and sur- 
prise the other ! 

After that it wasn’t a bit hard to make up. 


McPHERSON, KAN. 





No Gusher 


But Tells Facts About Postum 


A Wis. lady found an easy and safe 
way out of the ills caused by coffee. She 
says: 

** We quit coffee and have used Postum 
for the past eight years, and drink it 
nearly every meal. We never tire of it. 

‘* For several years previous to quitting 
coffee I could scarcely eat anything on 
account of dyspepsia, bloating after 
meals, palpitation, sick headache—in fact 
was in such misery and distress I tried 
living on hot water and toast. 

‘* Hearing of Postum I began drinking 
it and found it delicious. My ailments 
disappeared, and now I caneat anything 
I want without trouble. 

‘*My parents and husband had about 
the same experience. Mother would often 
suffer after eating, while yet drinking 
coffee. My husband was a great coffee 
drinker and suffered from indigestion 
and headache. 

‘* After he stopped coffee and began 
Postum both ailments left him. He will 
not drink anything else now and we have 
it three times a day. I could write more 
but am no gusher—only state plain 
facts.”’ : 

Name given by Postum Co., Battle 
Creek, Mich. Write for a copy of the 
famous little book, ‘‘ TheRoad to Well- 
ville.” 

Postum now comes in two forms : 

Regular Postum—must be well boiled. 
15c and 25c¢ packages. 

Instant Postum—is a soluble powder. 
A teaspoonful dissolves quickly in a 
cup of hot water and, with cream and 
sugar, makes a delicious beverage in- 
Stantly. 30c and soc tins. 

The cost per cup of both kinds is 
about the same. 

*« There’s a Reason” for Postum. 

—sold. by Grocers. 
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Why Not Go 
To Tokyo 


Without a Dollar’s Expense to Yourself 


q For the World’s Eighth Sunday School Convention is to 
meet in Tokyo in 1916, and you will want to be there, 
with increasing eagerness as the time draws near. 


q A long journey is worthy of early preparation. 


Begin 


Now. And begin by asking The Sunday School Times 
Company how it proposes—and it does propose no less 
than this—to make the Tokyo trip a reality for many 
Sunday-school workers without money cost to the workers 


themselves. 


q 


1031 





This is not a “ prize” plan, heavy with disappointment 
to those who do not win. 
adequate compensation for all who try it, even if for 
any reason they finally find they cannot go; and for 
those who do go the plan will be a gratefully remem- 
bered partner in a rich experience never to be forgotten. 


The plan has its entirely 


Please don’t lose time in wondering. Just ask to-day 
op a postal card, for the Zokyo Plan. 


THE SuNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
Walnut Street, 


Philadelphia Pa. 











The. Young’ People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 








Sunday, March 22, 1914 


Our Society a Training-School (Prov. 
22:6). Led by the pastor, 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
MON.—Training by doing (Matt. 7 : 24-29). 
‘TUEs.—In Bible knowledge (Jude 3-19). 
WED.—In specific work (Acts 6 : 1-7). 
Saenee nae for ministry (Acts 16 : 

1-5). 
FRI,—Training the twelve (Matt. 10 : 1-14). 
Sat.—Division of labor (Eph. 4 : 7-16). 











How does the society train by doing ? 


What training are you getting from the so- 
ciety ? 


What training are you giving others ? 


$6 NE broken word out of his own life 
is worth a dozen sermons poured 
on the boy,”’ said. the headmaster 
of one of our greatest schools, He was 
speaking of the value of the religious meet- 
ings of the boys by themselves, and of the 
desirability of having the boys themselves 
conduct these meetings. ‘* Yes,’? he went 
on, ‘‘ the few words.a boy may say out of his 
own heart will last with him and. influence 
his life. Many and many a boy can remem- 
ber the first time he ever got up and the 
struggle of the poorly constructed sentences, 
but it was an experience with his soul and it 
began his manhood,’’ The society offers an 
opportunity for just such character-forming 
experiences, : 
< 
And just because the power for good of 
such meetings is so great, great also is their 
power for evil. Careless and unreal things 
may be said. _There may be mere ‘‘ mean- 
ingless repetition.’’ Words may be used 
which do not cover sincere experiences or 
ambitions. Sacred things may be dealt with 
superficially, to the permanent impoverish- 
ment of the soul. These are evils to be 
guarded against, but they are not reasons for 





relinquishing. the inevitable good that may be 
(Continued on next page) 





THE BEST WAY 






i INDIVIDUAL 
' COMMUNION SERVICE 


It is conceded that the individual 
communion cup is the best. 

Why not introduce it now? 

It is reverent. It is sanitary. 

The Service is chaste and beautiful. 

The quality of our Service is the 
finest on the market. 

Quality—not price—should determine 
your choice. 


Write for lilustrated Price List 


INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE COMPANY 
1701-1703 Chestnut St., Philadelphia 


SHAW FURNITURE CO. 








SUCCESSORS TO 
A. B.&E.L. SHAW CO, 
MAKERS OF 
Church Chairs, Pulpits, 
Communion Tables, 
Lecterns, Fonts, Etc. 
81 Causeway St., Bostos, Mass. 
Catalogue on request. 





HARTSHORN 
SHADE ROLLERS 











THOMAS INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE 


Address THOMAS COMMUNION CO., Lima,Ohio. 


on BELES = 











Peal técBases Bei Foonsar Ce.. Barren, Ma., 











" 9 
Don’t Say—‘“‘Just a 
rt. | ars 
Sore Throat”’ . 
[N a few days, you know, ‘‘just a sore 
throat’’ may be something much more 
serious, For science has proved that the- 
throat is not only the first spot reached by 


infectious germs, but also forms the ideal — 
soil for them to multiply on. 









































Throat protection therefore means germ 
destruction, and is a duty that you owe 
your health. It is easily achieved~ by’ the - 
regular use of Formamint—the germ- rere 
throat tablet. 


Formamint (which is endorsed by over ' 
10,000 physicians) is the scientific way of « 
disinfecting the mouth and the throat. 

Handy to have with you— 
pleasing in taste — it frees 
an efficient germicide that 
mixes with the saliva and 
so reaches where gargles 
cannot go. 


And a tablet taken occasion- 
ally during the day not only 
bring; grateful and immediate 
relief from ‘* sore throats," but 
affords protection against even 
more distressing ailments that 
so often follow infection of the 
throat linings. At all drug- 
gists—so tablets for 50c. 


A. WULFING & CO. 
27 D Irving Place, New York 


Agiianted with The Bauer Chemical 
on 4 of oe The 
- Tonic 


FREE SAMPLE 
t you may see how 
? tive these pleasant 


Formamint Tablets are 
in, mouth. and throat 
troubles, we will gladly 
mail you a generous sam- 

le tube on receipt of a 
cent st st amp 

0 pay. pos - 

age. rite 

for it to- 

day. 






















Ball-cup Nipple FREE 


tndyout plang us this advertisement 
you 
nanie we will i malt youa at So Rlovis 
tay. with open tod cup aad peckocted bottle. Only fee ato 
toate oodiuer nipples, Only one ‘o int 
State baby’s age, kind and quantity of food, 
Bottle Co., 1380 Maia St. 


Corde P3orcle 
EAGLE 


Cox oa AND 


MIL K 








MUSIC LESSONS FREE 


In your own home, Piano, Or . 
Ranjo, Cornet, Sight Singing, fiendotin, or 
Lessons weekly. ginners or advanced prt ® 
pense, postage and musiconly. This is sm = 
sands write: ‘Wish. had taows of 

of en telling how sent free. Address 














Music, Box 383, 225 Sth Ave., N. Y. City. 
ae ” 
llttctated handboat ve PRES. moe 


Doméstic Science courses. 
ing and well-paid positions. 
Homs Economics, so2 W. 


For home-making, teach- 
Be ag SCHOOL oF 
bh Sr., pare ate are abi. 


B®SaacS 


For Coughs 


and hoarseness, Save the 











BECOME 
A NURSE 


E have trained 

thousands of 
women in their own 
19omes to earn $10 to 
5 a week as nurses. 
ur graduates number 
7,000--a record, une- 


voice in speaking or singing. Qialied by any ‘How 
Extensivel used for over i ‘came a Nu eae 
ears tes. _ swithactua 

~ y > opie experlences. 48 tlius- 








be, Be and $1.00. Sample Free. | trated lesson pages free to inguirers. 


John I. Brown @ Son, Boston, Mass. | THE CHAUT AUS A SCHOOL OF NURSING 
- NieintanonpRcm | 286 Main St. h Year. Jamestowa, N.Y. 
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‘| Henry Clay Trumbull’s little book 





The Young People’s Meeting 


( Continued from preceding page) 


done, Only let us be careful to be true and 
earnest-hearted and really prayerful. 


Last week we thought of the value of well- 
stored memories. _ But we need to remember 
that we shall not be likely to keep anything 
that we have not shared, and that the easiest 
way to learn good quotations and especially 
Bible passages is tor tthem. The things 
we bring to.the meeting of the society and 
recite front memory—the hymns, the bits of 





in the deeper by the repetition and become 
more fully and lastingly our own. 


work forindividuals, The society is far more 
than a weekly meeting. _ It is an all-day, all- 
week, all-year association for Christian serv- 
ice, and the highest and best and richest 
form of Christian service is individual work 
for individuals, Every one should get Dr. 
earing 
this very title, ‘* Individual Work for Indi- 
viduals,’ and read it again and again, The 
command to evangelize the world was not 
given by our Lord to apostles only, or to 
those whom the apostles might centuries 
later be claimed to have commissioned for 
such work. It was given to all believers. 
‘ “very disciple was to be a discipler,’’ as 
D.. Gordon used to say. Whoever heard 
the good news was to pass it on to the next 
man, aiid he to the next. The idea that the 
world or any one land is to be evangelized 
by one section of the Christian body, the 
other séctions being exempt from all duty of 


‘| propagation of the faith, is preposterous for 


many reasons; chiefly because a faith that 
does not make every possessor eager to pro- 
pagate it is not worth propagating, and will 
not be received by any people to whom it is 
offered. The religion that would spread 
among men must be offered by man to man, 
and its power seen in dominating the lives of 
all its adherents and making them eager for 
its dissemination, is essential as a testimonial 
of worth, No propagation of a profession, 

Sssential as a distinct teaching 


be accomplished by a great mass of common 
men who preach Christ where they stand— 
in home, office, road, or shop, 


% 


What can compare with this? As Dr. 
Robert A. Hume writes in a letter from his 
busy and useful life in India: 


**I authorize you and others to say that 
from very wide experience during thirty-nine 
years I do not know of any line of missionary 
service, so inspiring, so urgent, so rewarding 
as that kind of service which the ordinary or- 
dained missionary is called on to do. The 
best young men of India are hungering after 
an advanced education. They are quite open 
for heart-to-heart spiritual intercourse with 
missionaries who will speak directly to them 
on spiritual things. The churches of India 
are in great need of preachers and leaders of 
an ordained standing from the West, Also 
let me authorize you to quote the testimony 
of the late Dr. Charles Cuthbert Hall, He 
was the principal of the leading theological 
institution of America. Yet when he re- 
turned to his beloved institution from his first 
lecturing tour in the East, in his first address 
to his students, he said, in substance, ‘ Young 
men, speaking under a deep sense of respon- 
sibility, I will say to you that, if I were to be- 
gin my life again, I should become a foreign 
missionary.’ Of course he referred to service 
as an ordained missionary.’ 


% 
Perhaps you think you can not help much. 
** Prayer and pains through faith in Jesus 
Christ can do anything.’’ 
**T am only one, but I am one. 
do much but I can do something.’’ 


Many things that looked trivial to those 
who did them turned out to be great deeds. 
Many things that looked great to their doers 
amounted to nothing. 

** Little is much when God is in it.”’ 

The leadership of the world is in the hands 
of the little child. 

Dr. Nevius of Chine used to say that he 
had never met a missionary to.China who re- 
gretted having come, but that he had never 
returned to America without meeting many 


I cannot 





ministers who regretted that they had not 
gone as missionaries to China. 


poetry, the portions of the Bible—will sink | 


The society should be a training-school in | 


class may be, will ever-accomplish what can 
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New 8-Tone Mears 
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Our New Thin 
Model 8-Tone Receiver 





Prove its powers’ our expense. 
15 dave im Kise uae 


Wills Willyoub peliove ata nogot your own eatst 


His asad Hearing cadeied 


Merars Ear PHONE Co., NEw York, N. Y; 
I am so grateful to the Mears Ear Phone 
for the great benefit I-have derived from it, 


that I feel it my duty to write a about it. 
Though formerly deaf, m 
wonderfully improved ‘ the use of the 
Mears Ear Phone. Its eight tones enable 
me to hear clearly and distinctly any sound 
whatever by merely touching the tinyswitch 
with my finger. I consider your new 8-Tone 
model the most pe instrument for the 
deaf ever invented. No deaf person knows 
what efficient hearing is until they have 
tried the new 8-Tone Mears Ear Phone. 
CHAS. MCCAUSLAND, 
207 Dickerson St., Newark, N. J. 


Send in the coupon below for the names 
and addresses of many to whom’ you may 
write. You too may secure again @ joy ot 
2 hearing. Write for particnlars of our 

ral direct offer. 40,000 are now the 
Mears Ear Phone with benefit. You can learn 


hearing n 


without expense what it has done for others | 
and what it will do for yow. 


on Mg yg 


We know them, and, deaP with 


_—s 


in York, please visit 
oan fr Sorta +m a - 












Tria} Offer. 


























